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TO THE 

Worfhipful 

Sir Charles PeereSy 

Knight and Alderman. 

SIR, 

THE Zeal You have ever (hewn for the 
Welfare of your Country ; the Experi- 
ence You have gain'd in trench Commerce, 
when we had an open Trade -, and the Know- 
ledge You alfo have of thofe miferable Peo- 
ple, who have long been Slaves to the un- 
mercifttl Ambition of the French Tyrant, ren- 
der you above all other Gentlemen the fitted 
Patron, within my View, to give this ho- 
nelt Tranflation a fuitable Protection at fuch 
a Time, when our CofTee-Honfe Politicians 
are fo ftrangely divided in their wild Opini-* 
ons ^bouc the grand Affair. 

Therefore, fince nothing, as the Cafe ftands, 
can be more conducing to the Publick Satif- 
faftion, than a clear Profpeft of the prcfenc 
Pofture and Condition of the European Ene- 
my, 1 have taken this Opportunity of fend- 
ing into the World an Impartial View of all 
thofe terrible Calamities which have univer- 
fally fpread themfelves over the French Do- 
minions > hoping it may prove fo agreeable 
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to YoDt Worfhip's Judgment, that You will 
have no Room to queftion the Integrity of 
the Author, upon whofe Authority, the care- 
ful Tranflator had fubftantial Reafons to en- 
tirely depend without Exception} otherwifc, 
I (hould not have prefum'd to have crav'd 
Your Worfliip's Acceptance of fo finall a Trifle. 

Al(b, knowing by Experience, that tho' 
the Merits of a Book may be fufficient to re- 
commend it to the judicious Reader, yet it is 
often abfolutely neceflary, as in the prefent 
Cafe, that the Name of a worthy Perfon, emi- 
nent for his Virtues as well as Knowledge, 
fliould give an open Sanftion to the Honefty 
of the Defign, were it only to guard the La- 
bours of a well meaning Author, from the 
Cenfure of Fools and the Reproaches of the 
fpiteful, who often read with Prejudice, and 
condemn without Reafon> 

Therefore, SI R^ fince fomething of Mo- 
ment at this JunQure depends upon the Cre- 
dit of what I have here prefented you with, 
it is chiefly upon the Confiderations afore- 
mentioned, that I entreat you to countenance 
the following Obfervations with a favourable 
Reception j being well aflur'd, that none will 
be fo rafh as to queftion the Validity of any 
Treatife that has the Honour in its Frontif- 
piece to bear the Name of fo worthy a Gen- 
tleman, who is known by his CharaSer to 
deferve Praife, but to abJbor Adulation ; for 
which Reafon it has been carefully avoided 
by 

Tofir Wvrjhip^s mofi humhU 

and obliged Servant. 
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THE 

PREFACE. 

Since the Delays ofVedce^ tho fo highly 
conducing At this JunSure^ fo the Ad*' 
vantage of the Allies^ and the pnblick Wel^ 
fare of our Britifh Nation^ have been a, 
little pulling to fome misjudging Verfons 5 
vphoy thro* the Impatience ^ their Tefnpers or 
Wdnt of Skiff to difiinguijb aright the prefent 
Pojiure of Affairs in Europe, are apt fo 
meafure every thing by the immediate Pro- 
JpeU of tbeir oj»n Interejly abjh[a&ed from 
that general Good, which ought at all times 
to be every Mans Concern 3 But^ that there 
are many too much infeUed voith thk hind 
of Partiality ^nothing is more certain^ who are 
ftet only content to diflurb their own Breajls 
with their gronndlefs Surmifes and ridi- 
culous Suggejiions^ but cannot forbear iQ ufe 
their diligent Endeavours to reafon weaker 
Perfons into the fame Errors*^ fo that by 
this unhappy Itch of fubdning ethers to their 
own Opinions ^whole Multitudes becofrie taitt- 
ted with the fame Poyfon ; which ^ when 

once 
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once ft»att(m>*d^ requres a Skilfnl Politicianl 
iff (lead of a Vhyjician to expel to purpofe. 
However^ fiffce it is every Matfs Duty to uft" 
deceive his Brethreff^ vphett either Prejudice 
or If^fprudeffce^ the Subtilty of ill men or 
their ovpft tphifnpcal Conceits^ have preift* 
gagd their Miffds affd hoodwiffh*d their Z)fi* 
derfiaffdiffgy efpeciatty wheft their fallacious 
Notioffs have a fcurvy Teffdetfcy to their 
own Dififftetejl as well as to the Iff jury of 
the Publick : We have therefore thought the 
foUowiffg Treatife of the prefefft Circt^m'- 
fiaffces of our French Bftefnies^ the Difficult 
ties affd NeceJJities of their harrafsa G^- 
verfff^efftj as me II as the miferaile hardjhips 
of the poor Snbjel$^ all fet iff a true light ^ 
without a Mixture of either Gaul or Hofiey^ 
Might iff fome fneafure he a tneafts to coft- 
vifice the Igttoraffce of fuch Perfons^ who^ 
frofn the French Kiftg^s refufing tofigft the 
late Articles of Peace^ are too apt to 
ifffagiffe^ his ffoft-cof^pliaftce to ie the Re- 
fult of his ability to fnake a further Dejeffce^ 
affd that he has fofne Effter prize ifi vievp^ 
tchich^ if atteffdcd with Succefs^ may fiill 
enable him to cofftiffue the War aftd keep us 
loffgcr at Dcfiartce. But who ever is fo weak 
as to draw fuch wild Conclupofts from the 
iCiffg of France in his rejeSiftg the Pro- 
pofals of the Allies^ may^ at the fmaUex-^ 
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pence of Jwo or Three Hours Time^ be 
thoroughly fdtisf/d in the fubfequent Tran- 
fiptio» haw far they are mifiaken^ in which^ 
I can ajfure ^em^they will meet with nothing 
hut what if purely genuine^ the Original be- 
ing publijh'd by a German Gentleman^ in 
his own Language^ who had not only been 
d Spy in the French Court ^^ but is very 
lately return d into his own Country from 
travelling all over the Enemies Dominions^ 
on purpofe to truly inform himfelf of their 
prefent Condition, which he faithfully re- 
preJentSj as the Reader will find, to be 
very deplorable:^ and notwithjianding the 
prefent empty Fears and Jealoufies of our 
aver hajiy Peaee^makers, yet is it plain^ 
that His French Majefiy has no other 
Reafons to objeit againji the Terms the 
Allies have offer d him^ than a Criminal 
ConvtH has to lay hold of an OpportU" 
nity to fufpend his Execution for a few 
wretched Hours^ without the leaji Hopes of 
any thing but a Miracle^ to redeem him 
from his approaching State. Befides, when 
an Enemy isfo far weaken d^ as the French 
vifibly 4re, as to be paji all Poffibility of 
ever recovering their loft Power ^ by either 
Sea or Land^ as the Reader may be well 
affut'd from the following Obfervations^ 
their Continuation of the War for another 
Campaign^ is but the only ready Way to 

further 
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further compleat their Ruin^ and to triig; 
them before next Snmmtr^ (f ^^^ Allies pleafe; ] 
to much jharper Terms than have been hi*] 
t her to exacted: For the French K,in£s \ 
Reffifal of the Propofals that haw been ten^ '\ 
dred him^ if only to Jhew the HaHghtineJs of i 
hh Temper^ and not his Ability to contend^ \ 
like a proud hardy Combatant^ who^ when 
his ftronger Adverfary has thrown him to the 
Ground and fits a fir addle upon his Neck^ 
mil fold his Arms over his Face and Jiiffer 
him/elf to be i^eaten much more than he need 
do ^before he will cr^ peccavi- and all to 
come off* with the blemifh^d Honour of be^ 
ing a batter d brave Fellow. 

In (hort^ as Heaven has given bounds ta 
. the afpiring Eagle, and has been pleased ta 
decree in the Law of Nature, that hither 
Jhe fhall rije and no higher ; fo^ Omnipo^ 
tence has given Bounds to the Tyranny of 
France, and fee ms to thunder in their Ears 
with a terrible Voice^ viz. Thus far, like 
the raging Sea, haft thou extended thy 
Pride, but, I will drive thee back with 
Scorn into thy Native Circle. 
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THE 

TRULY DISCOVERING 

The Deplorable Condition of the 
Kingdom, and Subjeds of the 
pfl^BKCH King. 

A Certain German Gentleman, a Subjeft 
to one of the German Princes, a Per- 
fpn of great Underftanding, and no 
lefs devoted to the Proteftant Interelt, 
being returned fome Weeks ago, by the Way of 
hdy^ froni the Kingdom ot France^ where he 
travellM a long Time, and took an extraordi- 
nary Care to inform himfelf of all things j with 
an admirable Exadtnefs, has imparted to us in 
his own Language, a Writing, containing feve- 
ral Remarks of confiderable Importance, which 
he made upon the prefent State of France-^ of 
which we find it to.be our Duty, and for the Iri- 
tereft of the Publick Good, that the Natioa 
fliould be informed : To which EfTtfl:, we im- 
Tmediately with great Diligence^ fet our felves 
to tranflate the fame. 

And this we do fo much the more willingly, 
becaufc we find that fevcral Perfons have formed 
in themfelres fuch an advantageous Iddta of the 
Povrer of France^ by reafon of the late Con- 

A jundtioft 
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junction of Spattjy that we deem'd it proper ta 
difabufe chofe People^ and all others that are led 
into the fame Error. 

Our Author begins with a Difcourfe of the 
Beauty of the Q>untry, and Temperature of the 
Climate, the Goodnefs of the Fruits, the agree- 
able Difpoficions and Politenefs of the Inhabi- 
tants, and their Affability towards Strangers, 
which in Truth is very great j and after he has 
entertained the Reader for fome Time with theft 
things, he tells us, 

That the Miferies of thofe People are not to 
beexprefs'd ; That there is not any Nation un- 
der Heaven fo opprefs'd, even in- a Time of 
Peace, neither excepting the Mnfcovitcs nor the 
Turks'^ and that thofe diftreffed People are re- 
duced to fuch a Condition of Poverty, that tho' 
the mercilefs Exadors exercife in thofe Places, 
ten times more Cruelty than an Hoftile and 
Vidoricus Army is wont to do upon a People 
newly, fubdu'd ^ neverthelefs the King is not 
able to raife the half of his ordinary Impofts, 
.which he raisM .about Three Years ago, be- 
caufe die People have no Money, and for that 
the Kingdom lies fo like a Defart in many Places. 

That this Year there will be a Failure of above 
Thirty Millions, upon the Score of Non-ability 
to pay. 

That all Manufactures are at a very low Ebb ; 
as thofe of Silk, Linnen, Paper, &c. And that 
all the Artificers are either dead,or in the Wars ; 
and that their Trade is abfolutely ruin'd, as well 
by Land as Sea. as well without as within the 
Kingdom \ and that L'^xvis XIV. receives but very 
little Money by it: Which is theReafon he has 
been conftrain'd to have Rccourfe to violent 

Means, 
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Means, which are never madcwfeof, but whea 
the State is ready to perift j fuch as are the Cre- 
ation of a great Number of new Officers, the 
borrowing of Thirty Millions, the Augmenta- 
tion of Officers Fees for hrge Sums, the extra- 
ordinary Taxes upon the Clergy, his Command 
to fell a great part of his Plate, and the en- 
hauncing the Value of Money ; by which means, 
the King has raised above a Hundred Millions, 
without which he could not have paid his Men 
tbis Year. 

That all Provifions for the Belly, as Corn and 
Wine, are funk above the fixch part of the 
Value, which they were formerly worth, and 
much left than what they coft the Husbandman. 

That they who have Lands to Let cannot find 
Farmers, and that theHoufes tumble down, and 
the Lands lie untiird. 

That they who have Offices, have no Profit 
by them . 

That they who have Money due, cannot get 
the Intereftof their Money in a long Time, un- 
lets they be fuch who have lent Money to the 
King fome Years ago, becaufe he thinks thereby 
to oblige all thofe that have Money, to lend it 
him. 

That all the Subjcfts of thdt Kingdom in ge- 
neral, are all equally ruiuM : As, 

The Church-men, who formcly were very 
Wealthy and Powerful, bnt now their L^nds 
and other Eftates no longer yield 'em any Mo- 
ney : And for the inferiour Clergy ^they Iiavc no- 
thing, to do, for they neither Marry, nor Baptize, 
nor Bury ; all the Men being kiU'cl' in the Wars. 

The Grand Nobility live only rfpon their PcaI- 
fions and Court Employments : The Gentry are 
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8 Body th6 moft miferable in the World, and 
which ought to curfc the Reign of this King. 

The Officers of Jufticc^of the Politick Govern- 
ment,and the Finances receive no Benefit, either 
by their Eftates or Employments, and yet the 
Kirf^ loads them every Day with new Demands, 

The Univerfities, Colleges, and Academies 
for Riding, Dancing, and Exercife of Arms^ 
are all fo low that the Matters die for Hunger. 

That whereas prudent Princes never make 
War, butwich one Part of the Revenue of their 
Subjedts, and never conquer, but to enrich and 
People their Dominions, Lewis XlV. has de- 
vour'd in War three Fourths of all the Funds 
of the Kingdom, and is haftning to eat up the 
Remainder^ and that bis own Subjeds are a 
thoLifand times more miferable than the People 
which he has conquer'd ; as appears^ 

Fiift, In that the Lands and the Houfes, one 
with another, are not worth above the fourth 
Part of the Revenue of what they Were worth; 
befides, that there is no Rent tobeften, and to 
fell ^bem, they would not yield a fixth Part. 

, That there is a fourth Part of the Houfes, that 
fall to ruin ; and a fourth Part of the Lands 
that are thrown up. 

That the Husbandman, who formerly gained 
8 Sous a Day, living in the Country, now gets 
HOt above two, and that pay'd him in Corn, of 
which a Bufhel that was formerly commonly 
worth 30 5<?//if, while there was Plenty, was not 
worth above five or fix ^ and withall, that there 
is very little Corn in the Kingdom now left. 

That by Confequence the King has devour'd 
all the Money that was due to the Rich Men of 
the Kingdom^ by the Loans of Money to parti- 
cular 
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ailar Perlbns ; and tjbis exceeds above a third 
Part of all the Stock of the Kingdom. For 
Laod$9 Houfes, and Rents being eaien up, the 
Adortgages muft fail. 

That he has feveral times devoured the Offices 
and Employments of the whole Kingdom,wliich 
he fold at dear Rates, and which were to him 
iflftead of. a Grand Principal Subftance,. which 
produced nothing to the Officers. 

That all thefe Offices of Judicature, Civil Po- 
licy, and the Finances, could not have coft lefs 
than Eight Hundred Millions, and that the fmall 
Wages which they receive from the King, are 
fwallowM in the Taxes which they pay from 
Time to Time. 

That the innumerable Multitude of thefe 
Offices, and. of their exorbitant Pri(;cs is fuch, 
that thefe People having but fmall Wages^ and 
ill paid, cannot drain lefs than a Hundred Milli'- 
ons a Year from the People, by the litigious 
Pettifogging, their Cheating and Extortion. 

That the King has diffipated above twoThirds 
of the Coined Money of the Kingdom, as well 
byexhaufting the Price, as by iranfporting ic 
out of the Kingdom, and hefides that has de- 
voured two Tbiids of the Plate, within theft 
40 Years. 

That he has devoured the Eftates and Lands 
of Cities, Corporations, and particular Perfons, 
by re-uniting them to the Crown Demeafnes. 

That he has devoured feveral Hundreds of 
Millions,which he extorted from thofe that were 
calPd Partifans^ who were Farmers pf his Im- 
pofts, whom he defpoird and robb'd> after they 
bad robb'd others. 
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That the Kingdom of France is difpeoplM 
within thefe Forty Years, above half in half > 
but chiefly within thefe Ten Years. 

That there are in the Armies of the King of 
France^ between fix and feven Hundred Thou- 
fand Men, including in the Number, a Hundred, 
or a Hundred and Twenty Toll-gatherers and 
Subfidy Colleftors , and are thus oumbred : 
5COOO Horfe,i8 Dragoons, 332000 Foot,30doo 
belonging to his Artillery, and Provifion, and 
Ammunition Waggons, and 50000 in his Fleets 
and Gallics, and above too, or i2oCamp-Var- 
lets, which make up the Number of 700600 
Men, the greateft Part of which are unmairry'd. 

That there are deftroy'd and die every Year, 
few left than a Third Part of thefe Men, ac- 
cording to the Lifts of Recruits, which 
are fo many Females excluded from Marriage. 
And that at .the End of Ten Years, Marriage 
being fo much hinder'd, above the Half of any 
numerous Nation will come to be deftroy'd. 

That the Lives of all the People loft within 
Ten Years, according to the Eftimate, which is 
made of Men and Women Slaves in Algier^ 
amounts to feveral Thoufand Millions. 

That from rhe Example of Paru^ where this 
Depopulation is lead difcern'd, the reft of the 
Kingdom muft be extreamly difpeopl'd. 

Tint he is very well informM, that there are 
fewer People in Paris^ by a Third Part, than 
there were about Twenty Years ago, and that 
they live in extrcam Mifery there, notwithftand- 
ing the Multitude of Coaches, and the great 

Court. 

That the Houfes, for the generality, ftill re- 
tain above half the Value of their ancient Hire j 
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but that the Rent is ill paid, and federal of the 
Houfes (land empty 9 that the Tradefiiien die 
there for Hunger. 

That there are hardly any Lacquies, Clerks, 
Proftors, of young Barbers to be feen, as being 
all confumM by the War; and that all the reft 
of the Cities and Towns of the Kingdom, are 
in a worfe Condition. 

That there may be ftill near Ten Millions of 
Sonis in the Kingdom, and that within the lafl: 
Ten Years, the Number has leflen'd between 
4 and 5 Millions. 

That by the Number of Parlflies, whith are 
Tweiity Seven Thoufand, compar'd v/ith the^ 
Number of Men not marry'd, which are in the 
War, or in the Number of Colleftors, that there 
ought to be 22 Men, and one Fourth in each 
Parifli one with another. 

That France can never recover it felf, (tho' 
the Government fhould be changed) without a 
long Peace, and unleft (he abandon her Con- 
quefts and Ufurpations ; by reafon the Manu* 
fadures are carry'd into Foreign Countries, the 
Half of the People deftroy'd, the Money wafted, 
the Funds chargM with more Debts than they 
arc worth j becaufe the vatt Army of Toll- 
gatherers and Coileftors is not difmifs'd; the 
Sale of Offices and Employments is not fup- . 
prefs'di and becaufe all thofe Officers drained, 
exhaufted, and famifli'd, will lie fucking the 
People to the very Marrow, as well as the 
Court i other wife who can believe, tho' Trade 
were once again rettor'd, that frarjce can always 
raile the fame Sums which Ihe has done for a 
long Time, unlefs thefe Maxims of Injuftice 
and Violence be rcftor'd, with which Ihe is. 
overwhelm^. A 4 That 
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That the Money is extreamly diminifli'd in 

France: For that for a long Time, the King 

purchas d the Alliances and Amities of aU 

Princes, corrupted their Minifters and othef 

Counfellors, paid large Pen (ions to make them 

declare for France^ or only remain Neuters; 

expended upon Spies, both great ones, and tbofe 

of leder Note, /conliderable Sams ; fent Armies 

out of the Kingdom into the Service of other 

Princes ; purchafed Cities and ftrong Holds, as 

pHnhrk and Cafal^ the Garrifbn of which Place 

itands him in a great deal of Money every Year, 

as alfo Pigneroll. The Huguenots have carryM 

out Thirty Millions. The Horfes fent for every 

Year out of Germmy^ Switzerland^ and Other 

Places, fince the War, coft at leaft Six Millions 

evei y Year, each Horfe brought from thence 

being valued at 20 Piftols a piece ; for that there 

^re no Breeds of Horfes in. the Kingdom, by 

reafonof the InLredible Poverty of the People, 

that cannot compafs it to have Stocks before 

hand. 

That in Gold Lace, Embroidery, Cloth of 
Gold, Fricges and Gilding, there are wafted in 
France above Tea Millions of Liyers in that 
Metal, and in England more ; adding .withal this 
Sentence , Ambit iafa Paupertate per it Gallia. 
T'hro^ ambit}ou^s Poverty France is ruind : And in 

this is (hewn the Blindnefs of the EngUjJj Nation^ 
who complain of the Tranfpor cation of their 
Monty, and that it isfcarce,' while they them- 
fclves in Ten Years^ deftroy as much Silver by 
this Means, as theie is Money in the Kingdom. 
That all the Money which France raifes by 
Contributions, does not exceed four or five 
Millions of France^ which is not above the 
Fortieth or Fiftieth Part of her Expence. 
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That the Trade which remains behind, i$ 
very little. 
That thcProfit byPrivateers is notconfidcrablc. 
Laflily, that the War, beyond Gomparifoni 
does le^ Mifcbief to the Confederates than to 
Frartce ; That the Confederates, for the moft 
Part, gain by this War v Thac Germany in gene- 
ral, draws great Advantages from it, tho' feveral 
Princes and States fuSer by it ; and that thofe 
Advantages advance to a confiderable Value. 

That the Advantages will far furmount the 
Di&dvantages which Holland receives thereby i 
and that at length (he will gain much more than 
fliedoes at prefent, and will get a large Intereft, 
by the principal Sums flic now disburfts. That; 
Spain will al(b be aGainer,tho' flie lofes at prefent. 
That the D. of Savoy will find his Satisfadioa 
for that he lofes, and will lofe much lefs bejng 
united with the Confederates, than if be had 
clos'd with Lewis XiV. upon the Conditions 
which he proposed ^ for that then he bad beea 
defpoird pafb Recovery, in regard that Froftct 
never keeps her Word. But that England gains 
more than any of the Confederates, tho' many 
People will not believe it. 

That in Time of Peace, Ten Thoufand En- 
glijh^ as well Mafters as Servants, travel into 
france^i whofpend three times as much as the 
Revenues of Scotland and Ireland*^ their Ex- 
pence reckoned at ICO Livers Sterling a piece, 
one with another. They get, for the moft 
part, above a Million Sterling by the Baubles of 
Paris -, and that now they get but little by the 
Manufad^ures of Gold Lace, Silk, large Hats, 
French Glafs, Wooden Combs, Paper, Linoeo, 
vvhich are fettl'd here by the Favour of the 

. Wat ^. 
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Wati by the Salt, Brandy, Sider and Beer 
which is made here ; by the ftnall Quantity of 
French Wine which is confum'd at prefent ; by 
the feverar Fruits dry and green, and French 
Sweet-Meats, which are littkefteem'd. 

That England is, at this Day, much more 
Wealthy than France \ and that if God had 
affliSed England with fiich a Government, and 
a King of Lewis the Fourteenth's Humour, fhe 
might do much more than France does now. 

That therefore all Princes that are tempted to 
imitate that King in his Humours, to be a Con- 
queror and an Abfbluce Prince, ought rather to 
fwallow Poifon, and quit the World, than to 
fuifer themfelves to be over-rul'd by fuch bar- 
barous and curfed Pallions. 

That indeed, in fome meafure, Lewis THW. 
was formerly excufed for his Attacking A^ms 
and Nyffa •, as fuppofing him to have a good 
CorreQ)ondence, both in the one and the other, 
and that his Deiign was thereby, to re-eftablifh 
or maintain the Reputation of his Great Power, 
of which he began to be fbmewhaE doubtful ; 
and to prevent his Credit from falling, as well 
among the then Rebels in Ireland^ as among his 
own Subjefts, and at Rome^ where there was 
fuch difputiiig about the Eleftion of a new Pope ; 
and that he thought this would ftrike a Terror 
into tlie Confederates, elpecially the Duke of 
Sav0y^ who he troubles the molt, and therefore 
would oblige him to make his Peace apart, and 
.others after, or together with him. He was 
alfo willing to make the World believe, that 
the CoDgrefi at the Hague^ of which he had In- 
telligence Eight Months before, did nothing 
^ftonilh him. And therefore believing it was 

high 
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high time for him to Attempt (bmetbing) he 
pick'd out Mons^ before any other ia the Lmw 
Countries^ and took all his Meafures to Crown 
the Enterprise with Sacceis. And th^ Reafbns 
why he pitch'd upon Mons were tbefe : Becaufe 
it was a Place the mod advanc'd toward France^ * 
and for that the Confederates would fooner mak& 
an Invafon of his Country on that lide, thaa 
any other way *, becaufe ic was a Place which 
fetched great Contributions out of France^ 
and the Conquer'd Provinces, and for that bfc- 
ing large and wealthy, it might ferve to make 
a Magazine for K* Williams Army; and becaufe 
that if the Confederates were fo far weaken'd^ 
as to make a Peace to his Advantage the next 
Winter, he would rather keep it, than j4eth^ 
Oudtnardj or Charleroyj which be had been 
once already oblig'd to quit, to ferve as a Bar to 
the Spanifh Low^Countrits ; belides that, it is the 
Capital City of a large Province, which the 
Conqueft of that Town would reduce whoUir 
under his Subjedion. As ioxNyJfdy affuredly i( 
was Bought and Sold \ for tiiat otherwife it 
would have been a fooli(h Attempt to have at- 
tacqu'd it in the Heart of Winter, being a Place 
impregnable ; and that the Traitors were agreed, 
to cover their foul Play^ to fire the Powder, 
under the Favour of the firfl: Bombs that Catinat 
Ihould throw into the Town ; by which means 
they (hould take the French Money, yet appear 
honeit Men. That as for the Circumftances and 
the Soldiers killd by the Accident, it might all 
befomanag'd, as if the whole had. happen'd 
fortuitoufly, the better to co' t their Intrigues. 
Therefore 'tis prefumed, that France went the 
|)elt w^y to try, whether (he could by thefe 

and 
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means feparate the Allies one from the other; 
and farther, chat there is no Queftioa to be 
made, but that France^ by other Intrigues, fup- 
ported with Money, will do her utmoft to make 
a Peace the next Winter ; for that otberwife 
flie is ruin'd for ever, notwithftanding all the 
odtward Haughtinefs ihe carries in her Looks,and 
that it is thelntereft of the Allies, not to be too 
hafty, but to ftand refolutely upon their Terms. 
True it is, that notwithftanding the Convul-* 
iions that threatned his Kingdom during his Mi- 
nority, yet Matarine having by a Conjunftioa 
with Cromwell J furmounted all thofe Difficulties^ 
much encreafed his Power, and enlarged his 
Conquefts by new Acquifitions: (For Cromweffy 
whom for his Pains Maz.arif7c vra% wont to call a 
Fortunate Fool,) gaping after the Golden Mines 
of Perfij to-fupply his empty Coffers, contrar/ 
to all the Rules of En£lijh Policy, was altogether 
for polling down thediftant Monarchy of Sp^/V/, 
and advancing the neighbouring Power of France. 
, Mazarine had the Length of his Foot ; and there- 
fore rcfolv'd to make the beft of him, by pam- 
pering up his Gold-craving Humour, and fofter- 
ing his Animofities againft the Spaniard. And 
fo cunning was Maz^arine^ that he granted the 
heedlefi Ufurper whatever he demanded, con- 
fidering that when Cromwell had affifted him to 
do his Work, in bringing under the Houfe of 
^uftria^ and by that means cafting the Balance 
of Europe on the French fide, he Ihould after- 
wards have Leifure enough to recover what he 
had feem'd to part with ; which was afterwards 
too unhappily verified by the cafie regaining of 
JDnnkirk. Thus Cromwell being the firft that 
rais'd the Grmdeitr of the French^ to which he 

contri- 
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contributed not a little by the War which he 
made at the Time with S/^^m i the two Princes 
that fucceedcd bim, were fo wheedled and be- 
witched by the French King's fpecious Pretences 
and fair Proroifes, that they did, tho' unde- 
fignediy, too much aflilt him to gel up to the 
Pinacle of Univerfal Dominion; as if this 
Moft Chrifiinn King had made ufe of Charms and 
Philters to fafcinate their Eyes and Ears, nei- 
tlier CO fee themfelres fj often abus'd, nor to 
hear the AdWces of their xnolt faithful 0)un- 
fellors. 

How happy was the Kiog of England^ at his 
firft Reftauration, belov'd by his People, ador'd 
by bis Parliameat^ and in perfed Union with 
his Neighbours the Dutch ! What might noc 
thofetwo Potentates in clofe Confederacy have 
done ? France trembled at the Thoughts of it, 
and delpair'd of grafping Univerfal Empire, 
unlefs (be could divide this folid Oppofition, fo 
pernicious to her foaring Projefts, 

The French King well underftood that the 
King of England J would he but put himfelf to 
the Trouble of knowing bis own Strength, and 
making a true Ufe of it, was in a Condition not 
only to mediate, but to force a Peace among all 
the Potentates of Enrofe. For by a ftrift Union 
with thQ' Hollanders he was abfolute Mafter of 
the whole Ocean^ and ctolequently of the 
Riches of the whole World; infomuch that the 
Mines of America were not j&fc to the King of 
Sfain^ but by his Permiffion ; and by fending to 
the weaker Side the Afliflance of his Land 
Forces, formidable as well for their Courage as 
their Difcipline, he was able to have turn'd the 
Scales of ViSory which way foc'er he pleased. 

Now 
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Now then in regard chat by the common Rules 
of Policy and Fore-fight, the French King coulct 
not but be well alTur'd that w ha tfbever Princes he 
aflaird, the other would be as certain in the 
Weakneft of his Condition, to have recourfe 
to the Two Grand FortrefTes of Europe^ Potent 
at Sea, and no lefs powerful by Land, to pre* 
ycnt the Ravage of his Territories; whether 
the Didlates of jichhofhelifm^ and Matchavilli* 
nifm^ might not in fome meafure juftifie tfem 
MoftChriftian King, in purfuing the belt Me« 
thods he could, to feperate foch a Conjunftion^ 
ib prejudicial to his afpiring Ambition and Sclf« 
Intereit, may not be fo much, perhaps the Que* 
fiion i but whether he is not to be looked upon 
as the worft of the whole Race of Cain^ and as 
a Mifchief and Peil: which all Mankind ought to 
efchew; who, befides the molt unchriftiati-like 
Ways by which he fought to fubdue his Ene* 
mies, treated his molt faithful Friends and AU 
lies with that Infidelity, that Treachery, that 
bafe and fcornful Ingratitude as he did the King 
of England: By which it was plain, that all the 
Kindnefles and Remuneration which the Moft 
Chriftian Lewis intended the King of England 
for all bis Services, was only that he ihould 
have been the lalt, that for all his Services and 
Affiftances given to the French Crown, to the 
over-fight of his own Interelt, and his' Peoples 
Welfare, fliould have been rewarded with In- 
vafion and Conqueft. 
To make this Separation therefore between 

England and Holland^ the moft fubtile Mercuries 
of France «vere fent abroad with their Silver 
Wands, to lull the Britifh Argos afleep, and pre- 
vent his watching over i\iz He^erian Gardea of 

^ European 
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EHTofean Liberty ; or rather with a deeper In- 
toxication of AHTum Potabile Draughts, to al- 
lure his Miniflers into a dovw-righc Fallification 
of their Trufts.^ Nor was it pofliblc for all of 
them to efcape, being befafcinated, or to re- 
fill thofc Golden Temptations j but, Kke People 
that muft go thro' with what they have takeil 
Money to,perform, prefently feveral Artificial 
Infinijations of Injuries received from the Dntch^ 
as to Amhoyfia^ and the Fifhery, were whifper'd 
about in Endand^ while at the fame Time the 
Freedom of the Sea, and the PrefervatioB of 
Trade^ were with the fame Subtilty to be dif- 
puted in Holland^ on purpofe to exafperate the 
Jealoufie of thofe People. Things that mighc 
foeaCly have been adjufted where there had been 
the leafl: Condefcenfions to Reafon, that it was 
undoubtedly above the Reach of mofi: Mens 
Underftanding, that the Policy of Great Britain 
Ihould prefer a trivial Quarrel about Sfrats and 
Herrings^ (for the Bufinefsof jimboynaYi^A been 
compounded long before,) above the common 
Safety of Three Nations, and that a ProtcftanE 
Kingdom, without being conftrained thereto 
by fome unavoidable Neceffity, fhould ever fighc. 
witt ib much Rage and Fierccnefs for the De- 
ftrudion of the Proteftant Intereft: Or that 
£»g&7fe Counfellors fliou Id advife their Prince ta 
run the Fortune of a French King, without any 
rational Profpedt of Advantage to himfelf. hwt 
it was plain that the Moft Chrifiian King was 
then laying his moft Vmhriflian Trains for the 
Deftrudion of England^ and as palpable it was, 
that the D^tch War was defign a by the French 
to ruin the Naval Strength of both Nations^ and 
thereby to break the Ba^laace of Eurofe. It was 
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Simeon and Levi^ while (ore and drivelling un» 
der the Difterhper. Nor is it to be doubted 
but the French Chriftianity would have as-ea^ 
fily made Trial of foch a Defiga as they did 
of the reft of their Tricks, had they cbooghi 
it would have taken Effeft. 

It is well known, that before the firft Dutth 
War was entred into, the King of Englmi 
fought to make Alliances with TrAnce and 
Spain^ but the Spaniards were fo cock-fore of 
the French Promiies, that they would not make 
any Approaches to Friendfhip with England^ 
without the giving up of Dmhrh^ Tangier and 
Jamaica. 

As for the French^ a Projeft of a Treaty 
was offer'd them, and promoted with all Ear« 
neftnefs by the Lord //—= — s at Paris^ hot 
it was plainly dilcern'd that the principal Dc- 
jfigns of the Moft Chrifiian King was only to 
draw the King of England into fuch an Alli- 
ance, as might advance his Oefign upon Sfain:, 
and therefore fo fdon as be had let the Dsttch 
and us together by the Ears, and &w tha( 
thereby the Balance of Enrofe was broken, be 
no longer minded Alliance with England: But 
after many Propofals of Leagues, and many 
Arcs ufed to heighten the Jealoufies between 
tjs and the FJoIlanders^ he at laft fided with the 
tfmchy tho* to fo little Purpofe, that his Inten- 
tions plainly appeared to be no other, than to 
fee the *Two moft potent Obftacles of his Am* 
Mcion tieftroy one another, to'ithe End he might ^ 
with lefs Oppofition invade his Neighbours, 
and encreafe his own Naval Strength. Nay, 
the Juggle went much farther, for that in the 
Heat of all the War, he ftill kept Negotiations 

on 
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on Foot, and made Overtures arid Propof^Is of 
Peace, by Means i)f the Queen-Mother, whom 
in the En9 be fo far, and fo treacherouQy de- 
luded, as to afcertain her, and by her Means 
to affure the King of EngUnd^ her Son, than 
the Dutch would nocfet out any Fleet theen- 
fuing Summer, and yet underhand prefs d the 
i>Htch with all the Vigour and Importunity ima- 
ginable to fit out their Men of War again^ 
with a Promife, rather than fail, that he would 
Joyn his Fleet with theirs againft the EngUJk 
Now it was upon a Soppofal that the Molt Chri^ 
ftian King was at that time a good Chriftian and 
true to his Word^ in purfuing his pretended Pro- 
pofals of Peace} and upon that faithlefs Frrwc^ 
ParoU it was, that the King of E^ngland put 
forth no Fleet to Sea that Year, upon which 
followol that fatal Surprize of our Ships at 
Chatham'^ than which a greater Diflionour ne- 
ver happened to the Nation fince the Memo- 
ry of Hiftory. But at laft, as we had been 
bblig'd to the Craft and Treachery for the 
War and' the Shame we received by it, fo 
iPve were glad to receive the Peace that en- 
faed from his Favour, which wa^ concluded at 
Bred^ between England^ France^ and Hollavd. 

By this Treaty of Brtda^ the French vi^x6 
obligM to reftore St. Chrijlophers to the EngUjh 
in the fame Manner and Form as is exprefs^d 
in the Articles } but inftead of performing their 
Engagement according to the true Intent and 
literal Meaning of the Articles, they front 
Time to Time upon feveral unjuft and frivo- 
lous Pretences, deluded and delay 'd the Er?glijh 
Gommiflioners that were feat to take Poflenioni 
of it ; *till finding there was a Neceffity to , 
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comply with us in fo fmall a Matter, while wc 
were preparing to venture a Second Qparrel in 
their Behalf, it was at lafl: fqrrendred, after 
Four Years baffling, to Sir Charles Wheeler^ 
However, to fhew the Perfidioufnefs of French 
dealing, before they delivered it they deftroyed 
all the Plantations, laid the whole Ifland wafte, 
and left it in a worfe Condition than if it bad 
never been planted. And as if the Seizure 
and detaining of the King of EngUndH Terri- 
tories, had not been fufficient, they interrttpt- 
ed alfo the Trade of his Subjefts in thofe Parts, 
and afluraing to themfelves the Sovereignty of 
thofe Seas, would not fuffer any Ships but their 
own, to fail either by or about thofe Iflands ; 
but as if it had been criminal fo to do, took and 
cQnfifcated feveral VeiTels upon that Aooount^ 
From all wnich a Queftion will arife ealie to 
be refolvd, whether any thing be recorded of 
the old Carthaginians more perfidious chaQ tbis ; 
and whether the King of England m\^t not 
have expected more honeft and Cbriftian deal- 
ing from the unbelieving Tnrkj than from the 

Moft Chriftian King. 

'Tis true, that after the Peace of SreJa^ the 
King of England was at Leifure to conlider how 
the French King had abus'd him, by engaging 
him in a War with his Proteftant Neighbours, 
and how he had feemingly taken their Parts 
to prolong the War^ that while they were 
battering, and bruiting, and weakning one ano- 
ther, he might have the fairer Opportunity, in 
Vioiacion of all the mofl: fblemn and Sacred 
Oaths and Treaties, to invade the Spanijh Ne- 
therlands^ and obferving with what a rapid 
Torreac of Vidory he bqre down all before him, 

thought 
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tbOQght fit to interpofe before the Flame that 
confomed his next Neighbour, fhoold throv\r its 
Sparks over the Water ; and therefore (en tin- 
to Holland to invite them to a nearer Alliance, 
and to, enter into fach farther Counfels as were 
moft proper to Hop the Fory of the Frcmff 
Kingi which Offer being by the Dntch em- 
braced with open Arms/ 9 defenfive League 
was concluded in Five Days Time between 
Holland and England^ togeciter with another 
for the reprefling the farther Progrefs of the 
Trench Armies in the Sfanifi) Netherlands : In 
which the Sweeds afterwards making a third 
Party concerned, gave it the Name of the 
Triple League. 

This was no way pleaCng to the French 
King, however for a while he diflembled his 
Refentment of the Affront, tho' from the firft 
Moment he refolved to make life of aU his 
Charms, and Golden Magick to diflblve this 
Triple Knot, whatever it coft him. 

To this Purpofe the Dutchefs of Orleance 
is faid by the French to be fent over hither, 
believing no Inftrument fo proper as the King 
of England^ own Sifter to prevail with her 
Brother. King Charles met her at Dover ^ where 
their Endearments one to another were fo much 
the more reciprocally prevailing, by bow much 
it happens that Princes more rarely than pri- 
vate Perfons enjoy their Relations. And when 
they do, yet their kind Interviews are many 
times attended with fome fetal Difafter ; of 
which tho* there was no Appearance here in 
England^ yet the firfl News we heard of her 
upon her Return to France^ was, that (he was 
dead : However the Affair was fo dexteroufly 
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managed, that a Fr^;!7ci!' Ambafladour .was forlh** 
with difparcb'd out pf France^ and aa En^UJk 
Ambafladour fenc to P4r^, jand as the Fremh 
gave put, a private League was clapt up, to 
the Ruin of the Triple ADiance, ' to all the 
Heighth of Intimacy and Dearnefsj as if upoo 
difledting the Princefs, there b^d (bmie State 
Thilter been ' found in her Bowels,, or jt^at a 
Reconciliation with France could not have been 
celebrated with a lefs SaaifTce than that of tbe 
Blood-Royal of England. This fuppofed Trea- 
ty was i, Wqrk of parknefs, not to be div'd 
int;o a great while, but aftervvards the French 
king caus'd it to be made publick, as we (ball 
fee by and by. 

'Tis true, the Knowledge of this was of 
great Importance to England ^^ but the Diico^ 
very was the mofl: apparent Demonltratioa id 
the World of French Perfidioufneft, fo enor- 
mous as it could not be imagined to haveeq- 
tred in the Breaft of a Molt Chrifiian King, 
fo treacheroufly to expoft the Secrets of his 
deareft Confederate, after he had drawn Jiim 
in by all the AfTurances of his Affiftance lima- 
ginable: And the Reafons that induc'd him to 
make the Detedion were no lefs impious, tbo* 
agreeable to the Pradiice of the French King, 
who after he has made it his Bufinefs to .decoy 
in Princes that lend an eafie Ear to his Enchant* 
ments, or with too much Facility fuffer them- 
felves to be overcome by his alluring Engage-^ 
ments, into any unfeemly and dilhonourable 
Undertaking, believes he has them then fafely 
^tack'd to his Interefts, and that they will not 
dare io flinch from bis Defigns for Fear of 

being expofed to their People, which he takes 
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Care in dae Time" totih«r& artiGcially iaIWrd 
into their Ears i a Maxim of Cbriftianicy whieh 
lies conceal'd from all otlier Men^ but the mofl: 
Chriftianoi Princes: And thus it was, that the 
French King having amus'd the Emperour with 
the Noife of a Treaty, and at^ the fame time 
brought the Turk into HMngary^ to joyo the 
Malccontents, to excUe bis private Confede- 
rate the King of England to follow his Seeps 
in Government bare-fac'd, caufes a little Book 
to be Printed and Publiflied, with the Privi- 
ledge Du Roy^ entitled, 7he Hiftory of the Tranf^ 
actions of this j4ge^and therein ordered the Dover 
Treaty (as they call'(?.it) to be infcrtcd, and 
to that Purpoft hirnifc'd his Hiftorio^rapher^mih 
Notes and Diredions by/>the Hands . o£ his Se- 
cretary Colherty to the end that the KiQg of 
£^^/i<;f</, being truly, 83 be;defign'd, fetouiki 
his Colours, and ^>defpairai^of bemg ever af-* 
ter trufted by his People, might be enforced 
to take fuch Refolutions as vDefpair and Fury 
fbonld infpire him withall, to the Deftrudion 
of thofe he had fo highly difoblig'd ; there be- 
ing nothing more than the Subverlion of En* 
gland which the French King aim'd at. ^is 
true, he was fb kind as to recall the Book up- 
on the loud Complaint of the King of England's 
Ambafladour ; however it was an apparent De- 
monftration to all the World, how little Truffc 
or Reliance there was in French Amity, and 
plainly fhews that there is no Way to bind 
this mighty Sampfon by Oath, Promife, Trea- 
ties, or by any other the moft Religious Ties 
and Confiderations, which are no more to him 
than Spiders Webs, but by an abfblute ^lip-- 
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ping off the Locks of his Power, md difibliQg 

nim fo as never to rife more. ; i 

Bac to return to the Triple Leagui : In the 
end the French King by his wicked Policy lb 
contrived the Matter, as to caufea new Rop-. 
turc betwixt the Dntch and the Engltjhi and 
as if he had intended to be Mafter of Iniqnl- 
ty, and to make the King of England as bad 
as himlelf } nothing would fuflke 'till be had | 
prevailed with the King to attack the Dutch 
S/^ryr//^ Fleet returning home, and dreaming of .} 
no fuch Matter \ which, as it was contrary to 
the Geniiu of thz EngUflj Nation, and to the 
Nature and Gentle Difpolition of the King of 
EngUnd himfelf, is wholly to be attributed to 
the Wiles and wicked Temptations of the Molt 
Chrifii^ Prince, who never ceased pealing it in- 
to the King of Engtand^s EarSt that if he could 
but mailer the Wealth of the Smyrna Fleet, he 
ihould never want Money again. And being 
thus betray 'd by wheedling French Hallucina- 
tion, what can the French expeft but the Se- 
verity of EnglantP% jufl: Revenge-, wherein we 
may venture with the greater Hopes of Sue- 
cefs, as being engaged with all in the common 
Cauft of Cbriftendom^s Tranquility. 

Add to this, that when the French King 
thought the King of England was engaged fo 
far by the Smyrna Attack^ as that he.muft needs 
go forward, the Mod Chrifiian King then o- 
penly declared, 'twas none of his Quarrel, and 
that he only engaged in it to aflift the King of 
Ei^gUnd meerly in refpeft to His Perfon : By 
W'hich Means the King of England was again 
betrayed and neccffiiated to declare War firft, 

and 
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^imd (o exped the AllUtance of his ConfBde- 

^ rate afterwards. 

Nor is it Icfs obfervable, that the French 
King, in Conjondion with a Proteltdnt Prince^ 
to reader him odious among aU the States and 
Princes of Em^pi^ whether Proiteftant or Roman 
Guholich^ gave it oat that the War againfl; the 

. United Provinces was a War of Religion, un^ 

^ dercaken meerly for the Propagation of the 

.' Roman CathoUck Fditb, and as the French Mi- 
nifter exprefled it in a folemn Speech to the 
Emperonr*! Council, that the Hollanders being 

, Iferecicks, who bad forfaken" God, all good 
Chriftians were bound to unite to their Extirpa- 
tion. To confirm which the more, the French 

. Minifters, no doubt not contrary to their In- 
ftrudtions, dedarxl and aiTur'd many Princes, 
that to let all the World lee how far their 
Mafler was from any facb ambitious Defigns 
as were laid to bis Charge, and to fatisfie the 
World that he entred into the War meerly 
cut of a Religious Zeal, and for the Glory of 
God ; he was ready to part with all his Q>n« 
quefts, and ' to reftore to the Hollanders all the 

. Towns he had won from them, if they would 
but re-eflablilh the true Worfliip they had 
baniih'd out of their Dominions. Such is the 
Moft Chriftian King, who fcruples not to fal- 
fifie with Heaven, fi> it may but fupport and 
ix^lonr his Fallhood upoq Earth. 

Well, ,the Moft Chriftian King^ having by 
bis Ungodly Policy thus engaged us in a bloody 
War with Holland^ purfucs his own Delign by 
Land with all the Vigour imaginable, in fo 
much that the Swiftnefs and Force of bis Mo- 
tion feeqn'd cp be (bmewhac Supernatural ^ but 
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an thisifirhfle be leaves us to do oar own Work 
by Sea. 'Tis trne, his Fleec appeared among 
us, and made up a third Squadron under White 
Colours, but udder that Colour of Innocence, 
they thought it fuch a Crime to Ihed Blood, 
thae they alvyrays kept out t)f Harms Way : 
Rather they did us more Mifchief than good, 
in Regard that when bur Admirals encpon- 
tred the Enemy in Hbpcr of their ABJftanee, 
they always left the £»jf?/^ in the Lurch to. 
bear the Brunt of the Engagement againfl?^ttlc 
fuperior Numbers, which it was their/Duty 
to have attacked. A Piece of TreacherJ^ • fe 
infupportable, that only they who fuffer^d it 
would have endur'd ic, by which the whole 
£nglijh Navy was ablblotclj^b^r^y'd byafaith- 
lefs ADie, ^nd by which tire "Lives of great 
Numbers of the En^Ujh were loft, which by 
their Conjun^ion might have been ,lav*d* ^^ 
that ic was apparent that thole Sacred Ships 
of the French were a Sort o^ Noli me Tangtrts^ 
lioc fent to aflift their Confederates, but only 
to found the EngU^ Seas, tb fpy our Ports, 
CO learn our Building, Xii contemplate our 
Way of Fightings to confume ours, and pre- 
serve their own Navy, to encreafe their Com- 
merce, and to order all fo, that the Two great 
Naval Powers of Europe having crulh*d one 
another, he might remain fole Lord of the 
Ocean, and by Confequence Matter of all the 
Trade of the World. 

Thus it happen 'd, that after Three Engage- 
ments of ours againft the Btach Fleet in one 
Summer, while nothing was tenable at Land 
againft the French^ it feem'd that as to us eve<- 
ry thing at Sea was impregnable j which was 
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not to be attributed either to W int of Cou- 
rage or Condoft, but was only tci be imputed 
to our unfortunate Con junftion v;ith the per- 
fidious French J like the Misfortunes that happen 
to Men by being in iU G)mpaQ)^ 

This Misbehaviour of the French rais'd the 
Indignation of the EngUfh to^ fuch a Pitch, that 
the Parliament refolving to give no more Md- 
ney for the Continuance of the' War, the King 
was perfwaded to make a Peace v^ith Holland:, 
which was concluded accordingly, toward the 
latter end of the Year 1573. 

And to ihew that the King of England had 
all the Reafon in the World fb to do, we arc 
to take a little farther Profpeft 'of the lip- 
rightnefs of the Moft Chriflian ' Kxbg to his 
Friend and Allie, who had at fuch a VaQ: Itx- 
pence of Treafure efpbus'd bis Quarrel. 

For the fr^w^Army having palled the HP'If/if, 
caus'd fuch a General Confterhation all owt 
Holland^ and the Confuilon they Were in Wa$ 
fuch, xbey could bardly refolve whether to 
yield or continue to defend themfelves. The 
States therefore fent away ftveral of their 'De- 
puties, ibme to the King of England^ others to 
the Moll Chrifiian of Princes, to know of both 
upon what Conditions they would be willing 
to make Peace and Agreement* 

Thofe that were fent to the King of Et^gl^d 
(to ihew how juftly he intended to have dealt 
with the French^ or whether it were out of 
^ear of giving him any Jealoufy or Offence) 
were inet as far as Grave/end^ and being for- 
bid their Approach to White-HaB^ were cod- 
vey'd to Hamfton-Cowrt^ and there, as ic were, 
honourably confia'd 'till His Majefty of England 

V. -■ V I i 



I 



[ 28 ] 

could hear .from the Molt ChrifiiM King, wbe^ 
ther thofe l\)eputies might be admitted. 

But the other Deputies no fooner arrivM at 
the French CvHrtj but Two Secretaries of State 
were fen t to them, who, without farther De- 
lay, demanded in the firft Place what Power 
they had to Treat ; and next, what Propofals 
they had to make in order to a fpeedy Peace. 

The Deputies anfwered, they came not to 
make Propolah, but to receive Conditions froni 
His Moft Chrifiim Majefty, as it better be- 
came them. Upon which, to haften them to 

a Conclufion, the French Minivers told them 
in flioit, that whatever his Moft Chriftian Ma- 
jefty had conquer'd in their Dominions, he 
looic'd upon as his own already, and therefore 
would not part with it, without an Equiva- 
lejQt, as well for what he might farther fub- 
due, before the Conclufion of the Treaty, as 
for what he had already in Pofleffion. 

With this Anfwer Monficur De Groet^ one 
of the Holland^ Deputies, polled back to the 
Hagfie^ and with no lefs Speed was feat back 
again with full laftrudions and Authority, 
jointly with the reft of his Colleagues, to treat 
and conclude a Peace with them* 

No fooner was he returnM, but Monfieur 
LoHvoy^ one of the French King's Secretaries, 
gave the Deputies a Draught of a Treaty, or 
rather the Pretenfions of the King his Matter j 
upon the granting of which, he was both mU 
Jing and ready to return to his former Amity 
with the States, and to conclude a firm Peace 
with them. 

Upon which, two Things are obfervable. 
firft, that the Conditions themfelves were 
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fuch, which if granted, woold have made th€ 
French King as perfefty Matter of the Country^ as 
if he had conqucr'dit by the Sword. And in 
the Second Place, that in all the Articles there 
was not the leaft Word relating to England^ 
nor any moi:e Notice taken of the King of. 
Great Britain^ than if he had not beea at all 
concern'd in the War. 

And farther to demonftrate that it was ne- 
ver the Defign of the Moft Chriftian Prince, 
that the King of England Ihould be a Gainer 
by the War, Monfieur Be Groet declared at his 
Second Return to the Hague^ when he carried 
the King's Projed along with him, that when 
the Fr^;7r^ Minifters were ask'd what was to be 
done with England^ they made Anfwer, that 
the States might do as they pieas'd with En* 
gland^ and come off as cheap as they coutd^ 
for that the French were not botrnd by their 
Treaty to procure them any Advantages. A 
great Happinefs in the mean Time for the King 
of England to be engaged in fuch a War, witti 
fuch a falfe and treacherous AUie ; for it is 
plain, that the Dutch had no fooner fignify'd 
their Defires, but the Molt Chriftian Prince bad 
it prefently in his Head to have cheated the 
King of England. For conld the Moft Chriftian, 
King in that fame dreadful Conflernation of 
the Dutchy have got the Poflefllon of the Uni- 
ted Provinces bv the more concife and lefs ex- 
penfive Way of Treaty, he would icon have 
found an Expedient to have defrauded his dear 
Confederate of any Share in them. Which was 
the Reafon the Moft Chriftian Sophifter fpurr'd 
on the confternaced Dntch with fo much Kaft, 
aad with fuch a clandeltine Speed purfuM his 
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Atlvantagc, that the King of Bngland might 
no»c have a Moments Time to proridc for him- 
felf. 

But the King of England^ having ferv'd the 
Wfeaft Chriftian Prince more jnftly in his kind, 
by a feparate Peace with tioUand^ and the 
finiden Advancement of His Highnefs the 
Prince of Orange^ attended by the Fall of 
the. De-Witts^ quafll'd all the lofty French- 
munh Hopes of gaining, either by Treaty or 
bj Conquefts, what his Thoughts afpir'd to. 
SCi that now, as if he had been arrived at the 
Tropick of his Fortune, he was forc'd to roll 
Iiack again with the fame Swiftnefs as he af- 
cendod to the Heighth of his Succefs. How- 
ever that he might not lofe his old Wont, as 
a Mark of his Difpleafure, and as it were to 
punifh the EngUJh Nation for his Difappoint- 
ments, notwithftanding; the Peace that was ftill 
firm beiw^eri the Two Crowns, he let loofe 
his Priy ateer^ among the EngUjh Merchants, to 
that' Dqjree of Treaty-P^iolationy that from that 
Time fo r near Two Years together (Peace all 
the v^hiile, if French Peace may be called Peace^ 
tihcre wj.s no Security of Commerce or Navi- 
gation, but at Sea they raurther'd, plunder'd, 
^ade Phize, and confifcated all they met with. 
The Frctch Pickaroons lay before the Mouths 
of pur Karbours, hover'd all along our Coafls, 
took otJir Ships in the very PortSj fo that we 
were in a Manner blocked up by Water. And 
if any mide Application at the Sovereign P6rt; 
of the M< )fi: Chrijlian Solyman for Juftice, they 
were molt inforently baffled, except (bmefew, 
who by S ir £. L's Intereft were redeemed up- 
on fbmei^i Iiat cdfier Corapofition. For evidence 

of 



of which the following Papers, rcturn'd by 
certain Members of the Privy Council, in Par- 
fuance of the King's Order, as alfo the Regi- 
fter which was annex'd to it, of the fevcral 
Veflels that were then complain'd of to be 
takpn, are a Memorial not ^aiie to be can- 
ccird. 

So loud and fo thick were the daily Com- 
plaints of the EfjgUJh Merchants, of their LoITes 
roftain'd by the^ French Privateers, in the Year 
1674. and 1676, notwitbftanding the Publick 
Amity between .i|^^ Two Nations, that the 
King referr*d the Examination thereof to ifc- 
veral Lords of the Committee of Trade, who 
upon due Examination of theAf&ir, obferv'd 
that the Petition of the Merchants, prefented 
to the King the 31/? of A^y^ 1676. was ground- 
ed upon thefe Heads. 

Firitj That their Ships and Goods, tho' 
mann'd according to the Ad; of Navigation, 
and furnifh'd with all nece0ary PalTes, were 
daily feiz'd, carried into Dnnkirk^ Calais^ Sher^ 
brook and other Ports, the Mafters and Owners 
kept clofe Prifoncrs, to force them by Hard- 
fhip to abufe their Owners, or elfe for the 
Relief of their own private Neceffities (being 
commonly ftripp'd and plunder'd) to enter in- 
to the Privateers Service, which great Num- 
bers had done with very pernicious Effefts. 

Secondly J That the Delay and Charge of pro- 
fecQtiqg the Law in France did commonly make 
the Owners become Lofers of half the Value, 
wbieQe:^r they were fuccefsful. 

TKr/tof, That there was no Reparftion ever 
gotten ironi jgfivateers for what they piun- 
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der'd and cmbcMPd^ which, made. tliqpfctJH 
feize upon all thcjr met, and perpctuan7 -riioleffi ' 
the Navigation of the Kind's' Subjeftsi for 
which Reafons thi^y humbly implor'd His Ma-- 
jcfty's Relief and Protcftion. 

Thereupon the King was pleas'd to com- 
mand that fome of his Frigates ihoald fail forth 
to clear the Coaft of thofe PriraCeers, ttirze 
them, and bring fuch as had offended to make 
Reftitution* Moreover the King onjer'd,' that 
the Lords of the Commitcee of Trade fliduld 
take good Notice of the ptrticular Cafes and 
Complaints depending^ that fiich as were of ^ 
Weight and Merit, might be fitted for his : 
gracious Recommendation tor Relief : As alfo ^ 
to furvey the whole Number of Seizures wliich ' 
had been made upon his Subjeds, in order to 
lay before his Majefty what Hardlhips had been 
fuftaiti'd at Sea, and what Ibrt of Juftice bad 
been adminilter'd in France^ 

In Obedience to which Command^ they 
brought in a Lilt of fuch Ships as had been ' 
feiz'd to the Number of Fifty Three, arid the 
Cafes wherein the Owners had repair'd to the 
King for Relief. Which, as in . the General 
it fupposM a Juftice in fuch Complaints, fo it 
left a Sufpicion of great Hardfhips in the Me- ' 
thods of Redrefs-, befidcs that the Number of' 
Captives was no fmaU Proof of the Facility 
of Condemnation. 

While the Lords were in the midft of this' 
Examination, there was prefented to the Com-' 
mittee, as it was received from Monfieur Owrfii** 
the French Ambafladour, an Extraifc of a Let- 
from Monfieur CMm to Moaliiiir PomponiiOne 
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of the ''Pirjtpch^ King's Secretaries, dated June 
28/ib, i57tf: in thefe Words. 

** "C OR what, concerns the Prizes, i{ would 

IT *' be a difficult Matter^ to anfwer all che 
" Cafes contain'd in Monfieur CvHrtin'% Letter. 

** What i can fay to it is, That the Coun- 
" cil for Marine Aifairs fits every Day at St. 
Cermains. 

*' That all Privateers and Reclaimers know it. 

*^ That Sir Ellis Leighton^ nominated by the 
*' Englijh Ambafladour, hath always Notice of 
** it, and is always prefent at it. 

" That not a Week pafles, but I give hifn 
*' Two or Three Audiences, and oftentimes^ 
** I fend for him on Parpofe. 

** That his Reafons are all read, reported 

" and committed J as likcwife are all Petici- 

i ' " ons of Reclaimers, and 1 fhall tell you more, 

'* I acquaint him with the Rcafons upon which 

" Judgment is given. 

**" In. giving Judgment, all Veflels which 
*^ have any Appearance of being Englifl) are 
** released, and very often, and almoll always, 
" tho' We arc fatisfied that the Ships are Dutch^ 
** yet they are released becaufe there is fome 
i. " Appearance of their being EngUfh^ and eve- 
** ry thing is judg'd favourable for that Na- 
*' tion. And it is no left true that all Ships 
•' that are taken are Dntch Built, that they 
•* never were in EngUnd^ that the Matters and 
** aU the Equipage are Dntch^ that the Cock- 
** ets are for Perfons unknown, and which arc 
*^ not oft-times fo much as nara'd ; that they 
** carry with them only fome Sea Briefs front 
•* tVaterfordj ot fome Other Town of IreUr/di 
^^ ' G '* tbaft 
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*' that the whole Ship's Company depofes they 
'' were fcnt to Holland^ iha? we have found 
** on Board Three or Four Vefleh, Bills of 
*' AcGoropt, by which it is Teen that the En^ 
•* glifl} took Two, Three, and Four fer Cent. 
** for owning Ships, and tho' it is impoffible 
^' to a^oid confifcating them, yet thefe are the 
^^ Ships which make fuch a Noife in EngUnd. 

To which the Lords of the Committee upon 
ftrious Examination, by Way of Anfwcr re- 
prefented to the King, That their Sentiments 
of the Matter were quite different from what 
was pretended by the French ; for that they un- 
derftood that when the EngUfli Ships were car- 
ried into the Ports of France^ many of the Ma- 
riners complained of ill Ufage, and feme of 
Torment^ their Papers being feiz'd, and their 
Terfons under Rcftraint, 'till all the Examinati- 
ons were ready prepa'r'd i and that then all their 
Writings were lent up to the Privy Council at 
St. Gcrmainsj where Judgment was definitive- 
ly given, and feldom any Reafons for the Con- 
demnation mehtion'd in the Decree, and ne- 
ver any Appeal or Revifion admitted j and whe- ' 
ther that were the Tenderncfs, or thejuftice 
tended by the French^ they could not tell: But 
they appeaPd to the Ambaffadour Monfieur 
Courtin himfelf, whether the Method of pro- 
ceeding in England had riot been quite other- 
wife $ and therefore that the ^lifTerenc Methods 
of Jullice and Clemency in Endand^ might have 
entitled His Alajefty to a different Acknow* 
ledgement, and more advantageous EffeSs from 

the French^ 
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tijatas to the kctcr Part of the Paper/ it 
feem'd to contain very harfh Imputations upon 
the Trade of UH Majefty's Subjedsj and that 
only frotti fome ill Pradlfe perhaps fojand ouf^ 
general Rules were made, which baying en- 
tered the Thoughts of fome eminent Minifters, 
that wonderM that notwithftanding the fre- 
quent and nuiltiply'd Recommendations of his 
Majefty for Juftice, the Event of the Fremh 
Trials Ihould prove Co unfortunate ; that if his 
Majefty would but caft his Eye upon the Cau- 
fes annex'd, be would foon fee. 

Whether, as it was imputed^ all the Ships 
taken were Dntch Built. 

Whether they were all fuch as never were 

in England. 

Whether all the Mafters and Mariners were 
Dutch* 

Whether the Cockets were for Perfons un-* 
known, and oftentimes not namM. 

Whether in the whole Lift there was any 
more than one Ship from Waterford^ any more 
than Six from the reft of all Inland^ or fo muctt 
as one itom Scotland. 

Whether it were credible that all the Ship's 
Company ihould fwear they were bound for 
HoBand^ when fo many were taken coming 
from Holland. 

On the other fide, His Majefty would find 
in the Lift bow many were BngUjh Built, takcd 
with Et^lifk Colours, EngUfh Mariners, EfJiUjh 
Ownerft i fome of them known to His Majefty, 
and to whom the beft Papers His Majefty could 
fign, or the Treaties required were given all ia 
▼aiQ. 



So that if the Cafe were in the General quite 
diSerenc from what in the General is repre- 
icnted, they hop'd it was no Crime for His 
Ma jetty's Subjedis to make fome Noife in En- 
glandj when they fate damnified, and fee their 
Goods taken from them by Violence, and that 
Violence rather jaftify'd than redrefs'd by Law. 

Wherefore conCdering that the Root of all 
thfefe Diforders arofe from the Violence and 
Rapine of the French Capers, who were to be 
Ipok'd upon as Difturbers of the Publick Quiet, 
and Enemies of the good Friendfhip between * 
the Two Crowns ; they were humbly of Opi- 
nion th^t His Majetty had iutt Occafion from 
the Injuries pad, and thofe which were then 
depending, and which every Day encreas'd, to 
make a ferious Reprefentation of all to the 
Molt Chrifiian King, and not only to prefs for 
fome better Method of repairing the Grievan- 
ces mentioned, but to infitt upon the calling 
in of all the French Privateers j or elfe that His 
Ma jetty ought to do right, and give Defence 
to his Subjefts, from all the Infolencies which 
they fo frequently met with. This was fign d. 

jinglefey^ Finch C. 

Bath^ Bridgewater^ 

Craven^ //. Coventry^ 

J. Ernle^ G. Carteret. 

I might here add the Lift it felf, by which 
it plainly appears, that contrary to Monfieur 
Colhert^s Allegations, the Ships fo taken were 
all either EngUJIj built, or Foreigners made 
free, freighted by EngUJh Merchants, own'd by 
Englijh Men, and mann'd with BngHpfy with 
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Cockets and Bills of Lading to EngUJh. But 
'tis fpfficient forme to fhew, that the Mini- 
fters and the Matters are Chriftians alike, P/«^- 
derers and Robbers^ not only of Imperial Ter- 
ritories and Royal Dominions, bat Beafts of 
Prey, that turn the Seas into a Defart, to gorge 
their voracious Appetites upon the Eftates of 
private Perfons ^ and that upon the Account 
t\\t\v Injuflice ^w^ Rapines fb wickedly and un- ^ 
juftly praftifed upon the People of Ep^land^ no 
Nation under Heaven can have Reak)ns more 
allowable on their Side to juftifie a War with 
France J than England has, for the many Dlfho- 
mnrs^ Injuries^ and Affronts lb ungratefully done 
us, in recompence of all the Kindnefs and great 
Services done them from Time to Time. 

For what greater Kindnefs could there be, 
than to furni(h||ihe Affiring Monarch with a 
continually reJiited Body of Ten Tboufand 
of our EngU^ Youth, whofe daring Bravery 
and Courage made oftentimes a R^pe upon Vi- 
ftory it felf, to force her on his Side, and ret 
cu'd once his whole Army from DeftruQion, 
when in Contternation, and purfuM by the Jm^ 
ferialifts^ upon the Fall of T;*r^;7;7f ? Yet when 
by the Importunity of the Parliament^ they were 
recaird out of his Service, inftead of fairly 
difmiffing them, well pay'd, for Dunkirk or 
Calai^^ from thence to crofs over for Dover^ 
which was their dXvtdi \NaY j they were fent 
thro' Burgundy^ thro' Liomois^ and lb thro' the 
Provinces that lead to the Ports of Guyenne^ thac 
fo the French might have Time to debauch the 
Officers and Soldiers. In Ibort, the Soldiers 
who fince their being in France^ had been ac- 
cuftom'd to drink Wine, finding themfelves in 
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a Country where it was altnoft as pleiitlfiii as 
Water, would ik>€ crols the Sea to go home 
and driok Beer, but took Pay cinder the Cap- 
tains of the French Army in CatdUma^ who 
were for that Purpofe pofted in their Way. 
As for fach of the Officers as had nothing to 
lofe In their own Country, they were likewiie 
debauch'd afcer the fame Maimer, and difpers'd 
at the fame Time in the Regiment of FHften-^ 
bnrgh^ Which was in the Garrifbn of Ferf^nan: 
So that when the EngUffli arriv'd at the Place 
where they were to embark, they werfe not the 
Tenth of what they fhould have been, had 
France d^lt faithfully in the Bufineis. 

Thus we have run thro' the Treacheries 
and infidelities of the French in Reference to 
EngUnd. Th^re is no Queltion, but ttuich more 
might have been faid ^ howei||^ here is enough 
to (hew that there can be Wb Safety in the 
Friendihip of a Prince, who makes it bis Stu- 
dy to be injurious in all his Adions, and faith* 
Jcfs in all his Prom ifes: Mendaciu & faUacits 
tanqnam p-^claris Artibus gaudens. But (uch is 

the Mifchief of that pernicious Vice, Defireof 
too much Glory, that it conftrains a Man to 
be perfidious, as it was faid o( ^Cnens Damitius '^ 
NimU Gloria CupiStas ferfidufn exifiere coegit. 

And this was a Maxim among the Ancients^ 
that Fidelity, like the Soul> when it has once 
left a Man, never returns again : And there- 
fore with fuch a one, BeOum [nffeSia Pace tuti* 
MS eft. 

Now let us look abroad, where we Ihall find 
the Moft Chriftian of Princes, flradling over 
VioUtiens of O^hs^ by another Name call'd Fer^ 
ptries^ and all the Lavfs and Bounds of Jnftice 

which 
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which God and Man have provided againft the 
Inundations of Violence, to graPp the llnive* « 
fill Monarchy of EHtope. There you (ball find 
him Invading, Burning, Spoiling, Plundring, 
Sacking, and Depopulating the Territories and 
Dominions of his peaceable Chriftian Neigh- 
boors, htmng out his Way thro' the Bowels of 
Chrifiindom to the Imperial Throne; and all 
this under Claims and Prennfions^ abjur^ by all 
the mod: folemn Renunciations that Religion 
could invent. Yet in Re-vindication of tbofe 
Claims and re-aflomed Rights fo religioufly 
renounced, filling all with Bloody Majfacre and 
Devafiation to tyrannize over wafted Ruins, 
Cities laid delblate, and deTart Mountains, ra« 
ther than not to tyrannize at all. Where he 
could not enter with his Sword, he open'd a 
Pailage with his Gold for fobfervient Treache* 
ry, and the Foundmom of future Mifchief in«» 
to the Courts of moft of the Princes of Eh^ 
r^/^j dcflourtag the Fidelity of their Counfel- 
lors, and ravifidng the Allegiance of their molt 
Bofom Intimates, as if there had been a, kind 
of Omnipotency in the Power of France to make 
Treachery and Falfliood ubiquitary. 

Perhaps this may be thougbe a little too 
fevere ; but this is not a Time to complement 
the PHblick Enemy of Chriftendom. This is a 
Seaibn to fpeak out, (ince the Welfare of En* 
gland is involved in the common Fate of Eurofe. 
it is the Bufinefs of England to evidence how 
the French have violated the Law of Nations, 
which is common xo all ; and how they have 
labourM to introduce fuch Maxims into the 
World as would deftroy even the whole Com- 
inerce oC Mankind, and render human Socie*- 
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ties not lefs dangerous thaA a Company of 7y? 
£ers^ Bears and Lyof7s. Nor is England lefs 
concern'd to defend the Publick Faith of Trea- 
ties againft the crafty iQuiions and quaint Eva- 
fions of the French^ and to remove out of the 
Sight of Chriftendom fuch fcandalous Examples, 
which^by Gonfequences ho lefs fatal than nur 
avoidable, woold expofe the weakefl: to the 
predominant Witt and Pleafure of the ftrongr . 
elt, and eftablifli Force, the grand Arbitrator 
of all the Proceedings and Afiairs of the World* 
It is the Bufinefs of England^ in Confederacy 
with Foreign Princes, ror the general Welfare 
fy( Chrifiendom^ to betake herfelfto fuch Means 
and Courfes, as may put a Stop to a rapid 
Torrent againfl: the ImpetnoCty, of which no 
Ties of Treaty, Marriage, Oaths, Blood, Kiur 
dred, Friendfhip, or Condefcenflon, can be 
Bounds and Bulwarks ftrong enough to keep 
it within its Chanel. It is the Bufinefs of Enr 
glandj as far as in Her lies, to defend the com- 
mon Intereft of all Princes and States againft 
a prodigious Defign j which for its Foundation 
has nothing but an exorbitant Defire of Con- 
queft ; iio other End than only Dominion j 
no other Means, but Force of Arms and trea- 
cherous Policy; nor any other Bounds, but 
what Chance and Fortune will be pleas'd to 
prefcribe. Laftly^ It is not only the Bufinefs, 
but alfo for the Glory of Great Britain at 
this Time, to recover Her former Grandeur j 
and as She was v;ont to do, fb at this Time 
to decide the Fortune of Europe^ and pro- 
nounce the Sentence either of Her Freedom 
or Slavery: For between thele two, there is 
no Medium to be expeSed, nor Peacje to b^ 
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Jccur'd. England for a long Time was laid ia 
a profound Lethargy, and therefore it is high 
Time for Her now to awake, and put Her 
helping H^nd to prevent the Misfortunes and 
Calamities tp which all Enrofe is expos'd by the 
prevailing Tyrannies and Oppreffion of France. 
We are then in the next Place to confider 
how like a Chriftian the Molt: ChriflUn King 
has dealt with the King of Sfoin^ his Brother, 
his Friend and Allie, after a Peace the molt 
folemnly concluded and ratify'd, after the moft 
Sacred Manner that could be imagined. Cer- 
tainly the Calamities^ the Miferies, the Mur-^ 
thers, Rapines and Etevafcations, and innume- 
rable Impieties that attend on War, are fo dif- 
. agreeable from the Principles of Ckriftian Reli- 
gioui that nothing ought to be more ferioufly, 
more moderately, and more warily condder'd 
than the Juftice of undertaking it : And there- 
fore faid HerenniHSj Captain of the SamniteSy ha- 
ving entered into a War againft the Romans^ 
after all that could be done to procure Peace, 
Rerum hHmmatHm maximum momentum e(iy quam 
frofitiis^ quam adverfs agant diis. Nor did he 

juftifie the War upon any other Grounds, than 
that his Country-men were conftrain'd to it, 
and had no other Hope but in their Arms. 
Juflum eft Bellnm^ Samnites^ quibtts necejfarium^ 
& fia Arma^ quibuf nhBa nifi in Armis relink 
fjuitur ffes. 

The Romans^ tho' to blame perhaps in the 
Samnite War, (for which they dearly paid, and 
well it might be wifli'd the French might pay 
as dearly for what they have done) generally 
never enter'd into a War, but they fet forth 

the Juftice of their Rcfentment, which for thj 

moft 
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moft Part was in Revenge of their Allies, or to 
foGcour their Friends and Confederates. Thus 
the firft PHmck War was to fuccour Meffana in 
Sicily^ befieg'd by the Carthagimms. The Se- 
cond in Revenge of SagmtHm^ fack'd by Han^ 
nihalj contrary to the League between the two 
Common-wealths. And the Third al(b for 
Raafons of the fame Nature : And €o cautious 
they were to avoid the Scandal of being thought 
to make War, meerly out of an ambitious De-^* 
fire to extend their Dominion;, that after they 
had vanquiih'd and reduc'd the Rhodians^ who 
had taken part with Perfens in the Afacedcman 
War, they let them go unpunilh'd : Ne qxis dU 
vitiarum magis quam injurU can/a bcBitm inccsp" 
turn diceret. * And the fame Author fays, that 
in' all the Pnimck Wars, after 'the Carthagini^ 
^m had committed many nefarious Ads and 
Breaches of Faith to their Detriment, they ne- 
ver took any Occafion to do the like ; Adagis 

quodfe dignum foret^ quam qnod in illos jure fieri, 

fojfet dfMrebam : So that Occaiions of enlarging- 
their Dominions were rather offer'd than foughc 
by that vidorious Commonwealth. And it Is 
obfervable, that the Ceremonies of denouncing 
War that were firft inftituted h^jincns Atartiw^ 
the Heathen King of the Romans^ were per- 
formMas religionSy, and with equal Solemni- 
ty to the Ceremonies of their Divine Worfliip. 
For when the FecM came to the Confines of 
the Country, againft which the War was in- 
tended, Audi Jkfiter^ hc cry'd ; Andite Fines^ 
jiudiat Fas : Hear O Jupiter^ Hear O ye Con- 
fines, hear Right and Juftice : / am the Piib* 
lick Meffenger ef the People of Rome, and come 
d Fecial^ jufily mid fmjly fent^ 4md let Faith be 
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fivin t0 nff^ W$ris. After that, baTing made 
is DeipaDds, Ife again caDs 3^jr#r to witnefs, 

and thus proceeds. Si ego inJHfie^ imptque illos 
hcmiftes iHMfijue res JeMer Nuncio Populi Romani 
txfofco turn PiUrid comfotem me nunqiuim Jinas 

efii a SatirfadioQ were not given by the 
prince or People to whom he was thus fent 
within Three and Thirty Days, the FeciMl re« 
tnrn'd again, and . denonnc'd War after this 
Manner* Jiudi Jupiter^ & tu Jano^ Quirine^ 
JDiiijuej omnes coelefies vofque terrefires^ vo/qne in^ 
ferni audite ; Ego vos tefior Pofulnm ifinm inju* 
fimn ejfc^ netpu JHS ferfoheroj fice. 

Tbos the more noble Heathen Romans^ before 
they invaded the Borders of their Enemies, in* 
vok'd the Gods to witne(s the Juftice of thei^ 
Caufe, and the Wrongs and Injuries of thdei. 
that had incens'd them to take Arms. On the 
other fide, the Moft ChrifHan King not regard- 
ing either God or Man, unexpeded, unpro- 
voked, nay, after he had given Aflurances that 
he had no fuch DeCgn in bis Thoughts, thun^ 
der'4 into hi$ Neigbours Territories^ under the 
Protedion of League and Amity j and like a 
fudden Tempeft, with Sword and Fire levels 
all before hifli 

Bmrgmdos fimide fetiviu 

Such an ignoble and Unprincelike Way of 
entring into Hoftility, as looks more like rob- 
bing upon the High-way, than a generous Me- 
thod of War : For that it was a hafe and ig-^ 
nominioHs Surprizal againft the Faith and Ho- 
nour of a King, befides the Breach of Treaty, 
i$ apparent from two Clrcomfiances j the one 

that 
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that pafs'd at P^ru betwceca the French King 
himfelf, and the Marquefs De la Fnente Extra- 
ordinary Arnbafladour from Sfain^ who being 
upon his Return into Spain upon the Death of 
the Old King, and not a little apprehenfive 
and jealous, that the vafl: Preparations made io 
France^ were intended againfl: the Qpeen and 
the Young Prince, was very importunate with 
his Moft Chrifiian Majefty, to give fome new ' 
and greater AflTurances to the Queen of Sfain^ 
of the Reality and Sincerity of his Intentions, 
tho' it were but only to quiet and fettle her 
Mind, agqinftall the contrary Advices Ihe re- 
ceived from all Parts. Upon which the Moft 
Chriftian King with all poffible AfTeverations en- 
gag'd his Faith and Royal Word to the Queen, 
in the Perfon of her AmbafTadour, that he 
would religioiifly keep the Peace, and continue 
a molt faithful Friendfbip both to Her and her 
Sou. 

Another Circumftance was that of the Arch- 
Bifliop of Ambmn^ who, after the French Army 
was already in the Field, and had poflcfs'd 
CharUroy^ fome Four or Five Days before the 
News ofit came to iWii^nV, protefted and vow'd 
in rcrho Sacerdotis^ and by all that was facred 
among the Roman Catbollcks^ that his. Matter in- 
tended nothing lefs than what was reported of 
him, and that he would never break with the . 
King oi Spainy nor invade his Dominions as 
long as he was under Age. And when the 
March of t\\Q French Army, and the Hofttlities 
which they committed, fo little agreed with 
the Promifes of the Moft Chrifiian King j An- 
fwer was made that it was no Breach, but on- 
ly a taking Pofleffion of what belong'd to him : 

But 
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But the only Way to furprize Men is to take 
^era unprovided, and the only Way to take 'em 
unprovided, is to fwear wich all the Afleverati- 
ons imaginable, that you never intend to do them 
any Harm. And this is one of the Moft Chriflian 
King's ways of making War upon his Neigh- 
bours, fo far from giving them thirty three Days 
Notice of his Coming, that he will hardly 
allow them thirty three Minutes: But it is a 
Meannel^ in a Prince inftrufted by fo great a 
Tutor as Maz^arine^ to be a Slave to his Word ; 
for which Reafon fides Galllca is of late become 
Fides Pnmca^ no fooner given, but as fooa 
broken. . 

True, it is that the trench Jlcademy has been 
long endeavouring to refine their Language, by 
leaving off the Ufe of fome obfolete Words, by 
introducing others of a new Coin, and enrich- 
ing it with feveral quaint Expreffions of a frefh- 
er Date i but how they could alter the Signifi- 
cation of Words, and call War by the Name 
of Teate^ is a thing not eafie to be underftood : 
And therefore it were to be wifti'd, they would 
explain to the World what they mean by the 
Word RttftHre^ and how they can make a vio- 
lent Invalion with Men and great Guns, to 
agree with the Obfervation of a Treaty, which 
forbid all manner of Attempts by armed Force, 
and was ftipulated and contracted to no other 
End, but to prevent them : That they would 
explain which Way it is poffible for Peace to 
confift with the Fatal EfFeQs of Warj and how 
it is to be iraagin'd that wanting the Format 
lityofa Herauld to proclaim the Hoftility, it 
iboald lofe all its Terrors and Injuftice^ (ince. 
molt Mea of ordinary Reafon believe that to 

be 



I An 

be a Rupture which oppofes the very EfTence 
and Being of the Peace, and ranverfes the ve« 
ry Foundations, and difcompoles all the Har- 
mony of it. 

Now the Caules that mov'd the two Crowns 
to make the Pyrertaan League, were the Defircs 
of the Welfare^ Repofe and Eafe of their Suhje^s^ 
The Effed was, to pnt an end to the many Mif^ 
chiefs of the War \ to forget and extinguijh all the 
Caufes and Motives which occafion^d the IVarj and 
to eftablijh a fincercj entire and durable Peace be-' 
tween the two Kings^ and their SHCceJfors. 

AO which was ranvers'd by the firfb Invalioa 
of the Sfanijh Netherlands^ which difturbM the 
Welfare and Repofe of the People, renew'd 
the publick Calamities, and rekindled all the 
Caufes ofthepaft Wars. 

But to come to Particulars, the abandoning 
of Portugal was one of the eflential Fundmeii- 
tals of the Peace, without which it never could 
have been treated nor concluded. In reference 
to this, the Sixtieth Article runs thus : For that 
His Majefyy meaning the Mod Chrifiian King, 
hath fore feen and fear^dj lest fuch an Engagement^ 
Jhotild be an unfurmoHntahle OhftraStion to the Con^ 
clujion of Peace j and confequently reduce the two 
Kings to a Necejfity of a perpetual W^r. And a 

little lower in the fame Article, he goes on ia 
thefe Words : jiltbo'^ in Confideration of the Peace^ 
and confidering the abfblute Necejfity hts faid 
Moft Chriftian Majefly has been in loferfettt* 

ate the War by the Rupture of the prckntTtcatYf 
which His Majefty found to be unavoidable^ io 
cafe he would have any longer injifted upon pre« 
vailing in that Jffair with His Catholick Msnem 
fiy^ to have obtaia'd other Condithm^ than fusb 
df he offered. Ia 
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In die Second Place, it is plain that the King 
of Spmn^ to (hew how refoIvM he was that 
France Ihould abandon Portngal^ rejeaed the 
French King's ofFeripg, befidcs the Places he was 
bound to reftore by the prefent Treaty to his 
Catholick Ma jefty ; all the reft of the Places and 
Conquefts, generally made by his Arms, during 
the prcceeding War, provided that the AN 
fairs of the Kingdom of Pertugal might be left 
in the fame Condition as they were then, as 
as by another Part of the £ame Article^ it ap- 
pears : So that when nothing elfe would do, 
it was by tiie fame Article concluded andpro- 
mikd as follows: 

His Majefiy wiH no farther meddle with that 
\Affair^ and oUiges and engages Himfelf^ and fro* 
mifes upon his Honowr^ and stfon the Word of 4 
JRTii^, for Himfelf and his Succeffors^ not to give 
unto the faid Kingdom of Portugal, either in ge-> 
neral^ or to any Perfons in particular^ of what Dig^ 
mty^ State^ Condition^ or Quality foever they be^ 
nofw or hert^ter^ any Help or u^Jfifiance^ pnhliek 
or fecret^ direBly or indireSly^ of Men^ Arms^ 
Ammunition^ VtBuals^ Ships^ or Maney^ upon any 
Pretence eer any other thing whatever^ either by 
Land or Sea^ or in any other Manner: As alfo^ 
not to fu^er that any Levies of Men he made in 
any Parts of his Kingdom or Dominions'^ not to 
grant P^flage to any that may come from other 
States y to the Affifiance of the faid Kingdom of 
Portugal. 

One. would think that nothing could have 
been more autbentickly expreiled, or in Terms 
more clear or more particular, beyond the Pow* 
er of Nicety to find a Flaw, or to make any 

Other Interpretation of the Word, contrary to 

the 
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the'Senle and Meaning of the Parties at tJJat 
'Tiitre. And yet the Moft ChrifHan King found 
out a Way to fail in all the Points, and all.' the 
Circumftanccs of his Promife : For notwith- 
ftandii?g his Homnr^ and the Word of a King;^ 
before the Treaty was fignM, Cardinal MaZArine 
fent privately the Marquefs ofCheafes into P^r- 
tHgalj to aflure them, that tfeo' in Order to the ' 
Cbaclnfion of a Treaty then on Foot with Spain^ 
the French vjcTQ fore d to leave them out, and 
to engage not to affift theraj yet, whatever 
they promised, they would never forfake Hhem, ' 
but would ftill proteft them againfl; Spaifj^ as 
they had done before : And they kept their* 
Word with Portngal^ becaufe it was to the 
Prej'idice of Spain. To which Purpofe, the- 
Peace was no fooner concluded, but they fuf- 
fcr'd feveral Bilnds of Soldiers fecretly to con- 
vey themfelves into Portugal ^ which being com-- 
plainM of by the Marquefs De la F Heme ^ fuch 
was the Punivk Faith of France^ that openly they • 
fent publick Orders to the Governours of their 
Ports, not to faffcr any Soldiers to embark for 
Portitgd^ but underhand gave them Orders to 
let them pafs by Way of Connivance. Sooq* 
after M. Turemie made publick Levies of Men, 
for the Relief of Portngal^ which the Spanijh Am- 
ball;:dour reprcfcnting to the Council of Fr^wf, 
reccivM a cold and fcornfnl Anfwer, that it was . 
a particulir Aft of MarfhiU Tnrenne^ wherein- 
the Court was no way concern'd: Nordidthd- 
Trench ccafc 10 farnifhche Poruiguifesviith Corn,, 
and a!! Sorts of War-like Ammunition and Pro- 
vilicn. Moreover, Letters were intercepted by- 
the Sp<im6ir({^ by which they were afqertaiu'dV 
cliat all along after the Peace was concluded,' 

lh« : 
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the French fomented and cncourag'd the Obfti- 
nacy of tht PortH^niefes^ and diverted them from 
accepting the advantageous Conditions that 
were offei'd them, by animating them vnih ihe 
Hopes of potent Succours, not only for their 
own Defence, but alfo to carry an ofilnfive 
War into the Heart of Spaw. Other Letters 
were likewife intercepted, written from the 
Archbilhop of jAtnbnw^ and 'Monfieur Lieme^ 
confirming the continual Correfpondence which 
was between them in Favour of the VonngaU: 
Nor was this all, for the D. of B. was prc- 
fently after the Treaty, fent to lie with the 
French Fleet upon the Coaft of Tonugal^ and 
ftay'd there a whole Summer to fecnre the 
. coming and landing of Provifions and Ammu- 
nition, of which the PortngulefesyNzxt then in 
cxtrcam Wantj and this at the fame Time that 
the French offer'd to mediate an Accomodation 
between Spain and TortngaU Nor was it long 
after the Conclufion of the VyreriAm Treaty, 

• that Monfieur Cclhert made fevcral Voyages in- 
to ToYXHgal^ to encourage them ?.gainft the Spam^ 
4irds^2xA to enter into fecret Alliance with them : 

' And fbmetime after the Spaniards' took a Fre^uh 
Vellel,wherein was found an Account of the Suc- 

^ cours which Fr#2;7c^ had fent from time to time 
into that Kingdom ^ by which ic appeur'd that 
France had paid at her own Expencea Handing 

r . Army in Portugal^ to fupporra War againfl:5p,?/?;. 
And to compleat her Perfidy/ at length fhe 

• concluded a League offenfive with that King- 
dom, of which thefe were the principal Con- 

- ditiODS : TT^at they would be the Friends of each others 
[^/jfiriendf^ and Enemies of each others Enemies^ En- 

f-^S^^nd ^nly excepted : That France Jfrnsld furmfl} 

L-y^r' ■• •• D thern 
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therH with ai{ many Men^ as jhould be necejfury to 
carry an ojfehfive War into Spain, hoth by Sea and 
Land-, and jhould advance . by way of Loan^ the 
one .half of the Pay for the Maintenance of the 
Auxiliary Troops, That France moreover Jhould 
pity theni every Tear hy way of Loan^ the Sum of 
300COO Crowns^ and that all the Ports which fhonld 
he taken from the Spaniards upon either Sea^ Jhould 
be put iyito the Har^ds of the French,, and that they 
Jhould not treat cither of Truce or League without 
jaynt Confent. This League to continue Ten Tear 5^ 

By fo many feveral Inllances, let all the 
World he Judges how little Credit tb^re is to 
be given to the PnnUk Faith of France^ or what 
any other Prince can expeft from his Honour^ 
or his Prcmifes \\\ any Matter whatfoeyer, who 
thus foully forfeited fuch a moft folemn Engage- 
ment to the Crown of Spain. For that a Trea- 
ty carryM on between Two Princes in order 
to a Marriage, which is one df the moftfoleran 
Negotiations that can be handled among Men, 
and cm firmed by art Oath^ fanSiify^d with all the 
moft facred Myfteries of Chriftian Religion, 
for a puncuialObl'gatiou of Performance, Ihould 
be thus inhumanely violated^ is not to be pa- 
ralell d by any Example or Inftance in Hiftory. 

That noble Example of the Roman Con{\ils^ 
who bid fJ^inno not to fear, the publick Faith 
fccur'd him, is a Thing of late unknown in 
France^ where there is no Security or Truft ia 
the Honour, or Royal Frcmife of the Prince. 
For his Truth to Portugal was only Self-»Inte- 
reft, to fupport the Portuguiefes againft Spain^ as 
formerly the French were wont to league with 
Sc.fla-fd againlt England'^ fo that whether the 
Charader of Amurath^ the firft Emperour of the 

Turks^ 



Turh^ who is faid to have been Homo faV^x <ih$ 

datampdem ex cpporturtitate profere^di imprimis fne^' 
tiehattir^ hello & pace fimnlata egregtiu^ may not 
fitly be apply'd to the Molt ChrTfiian King, is 
left for them to determine who have felt the 
Smart of his broken Leagues j which brings us to 
the Second Breach of t]ie Pyren^an Treaty. It 
is faid and acknowledged by the PUfiipotemaries 
in the 33^ Article of that Treaty,that the par^ 
ticulaf Capitulation of Marriage between the 
French King and the Eldeft Daughter of Spain^ 
bearing Date with the General Treaty^ was of 
the fame Force and Vigour with the Treaty of 
Peace, as being the chiefeft Part thereof, and the 
moft worthy, as well as the greateft and mofl: 
precious Earned of the Security of its Duration* 
' The Queen Mother of France^ and Aunt to 
the Infanta^ (leGring nothing more than the 
happy and fuitable Union of two Perfons that 
were lb dear in her AfTeftion, to remove all Im- 
pediments, and difpell the Doubts and Scruples 
of the Spanifls Couniel % found out an Expedient, 
that by the Contraft of Marriage, the Infanta 
Ihould abfolutely renounce all Manner of Right 
or Claim, which flie might for ever have to the 
whole^orany Parts of theSp/«»//fc Succeflion^under 
any Pretence or Title whatever, to the end the 
Spanijh Monarchy might in no Cafe be liable, ei- 
tnerjto Foreign Subjcaion,or to be difmember'd: 
And they .were more inclinable on both fides 
to this Expedient, becaufe the Way had been 
openM for them before by the Example of the 
Qpeen Mother, whole Renunciation was of the 
fame Nature with the Pyrenaan^ both in Form 
and Subftdnce, and grounded upon the lame In- 
compatibility of the Two Succelfions. 

D a TH 
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The King of Spam believing the fame Sin- 
cerity in others as in himfelf, hearken'd to the 
Ofler, and thought that with fuch a Precaution 
he migbc reconcile the Spamjh Law with the 
SdUcjue^ and fully fecure the Liberty of his S<ib- 
jefts. France on the other fide acknowledged 
the Thing to be jiift and nfnal^ and freely con- 
fented to it, for the Sake of the 'general Good 
that fhould refult from fuch a Peace, and con- 
firm him in the Pofieffion of fo many Conquefts* 
Thereupon the Inftrument was drawn up by 
Confcnt^ and tlie Frertch King oblig'd himfelf ' 
to ratine it. 

Whence it is plain, that the HenmciatUn was 
an eftcatial Member of the Peace, the very Sod 
and an infeparable Condition oi \\\€ Treaty oli 
Mnrriage^ without which it never had been 
projeSeS nor concluded, and confequently nei- 
ther the Treaty of Peace. ^ 

Then again, that it was no private Aft, but 
a Law and Pragraatick Sandion eftabliftiM by 
pyilt Confent of the Two Crowns, is as clear 
iVbni the Words of the Aft it felf j Jnd in 
the fifth and ftxth Articles of the faid Treaty^ it 
has been decreed and refolv^d by joynt Confent^ 
that is to fay, of the Two Kings i and with 

one iVill^ after fcxiotis Confederation^. &c. tfjot both . 
my fclj^ ar.d the Children vf-hich God fl] all give mc 
by this Marriage^ are and jball remain mcafahle^ 
mfabrdj and abjohuely exchtded from any Right or 
Hope to fiiccecd in uny of the Kingdoms^ States^ 

Signiories^ &c. And a little lower, condefcend* 
ing to this with the Joynt Defire and earneS; 
Wilhes of their Subjefts, Vaflals, and N^tivcs^ 
who delirc that it may have the Force and /^i- 
gonr of a Lmp and Pragmatick Savition^ and that 

. ' ^ ' it 
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it may be received and oh fervid as fuch 5 and 
fome Lines lower in the following Sedion are 
added the(e Words: And it fljall be decreed by 

joynt Confem^ that it is their lidajefiies PleMfure^ 
that this ASi Jhall have the i^orce 'and Figonr of 
a Lam efiabiijh^d in Favour of their Kingdoms ^ and 
the fuhlick Jnterefls of them. 

A little above the Three moving Caafes are 

fpecify'di And in regard it concerns the Public k 
State of both Crowns j that.bein^fo large j they may 
never come to be united together ^ and to prevent 
mU Occafions that may ha f fen of jiyning them^ 

1&C. which is more fully explained two Pages 
lower. And having joyntly Regard to the Pnh^ 
lick and Common Good of the Kingdoms^ which 
God has entrufted him with, which together 
with thefe belonging to the Crown of France:, 
are equally interefted in this ; that the Grandenr 
^and Majejly which they have upheld and main- 
tained for fo many Years together, with fo much 
Happinefs aad Glory to the Renovfrn of their 
Kings, may not be diminifh'd nor fall to Decay; 
as of Neceffity they will diminifh and fall, if 
by the Means and Caufe of lYixs Marriage^ they 
(hall happen to unite and be joyn'd together.in 
any one of this Children and Succeflbrs', the ill 
Confequences whereof would caufe fuch Dif- 
contents and Afflidions to the Subjeds, as ought 
to be confider'd: Then the Caufes of the Re- 
nunciation areexprefs'd to be the pttblickGood 
of the Kingdoms, the Prefervation of the Gran-- 
detfr^ and Glory of their Majeftics; to prevent 
the Difcontents of the People, and the Inconr 
veniences which might otherwife arife, and to 
iacilitate for the future the Marriages between 
the Children and Succeflbrs of the two Princes : 

Di AU 
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AH which Caafes being in their own Nature un^ 
alterablfj and of Neceflity abfoluce^ could not 
be faften'd upon any particular Ad, nor limi- 
ted to any reftri6:ive Conditions. 

This League therefore thus grounded upon 
thefe Foundations, were fuch Limitations and 
Bounds to a Perfon afpiring to the Univerial 
Monarchy of Europe^ as were not to be fen- 
ced in with the common Ties and Reftraints of 
Oaths and Treaties. And therefore fo foon as 

the Old King of Spain was dead^ the French Law-' 
ytrs^ well underftanding the Humour of their 
Sovereign, and preferring the little . Quirh of 
Lam before the TMick Faith^ fiarted up a 
Claim for their King in the Right and Behalf 
of his Wife the Infanta^ notwicbftanding her 
Solemn Renunciation^ V9h\Q\\ was made a Member 
of the Body of the Treaty, and as facrediy 
fvvorn to by the Frrwfc King himfelfi pretend* 
ing that a great Part of the Spamfli Low Coun^ 
tries was devolved to him in her Right by the 
Municipal Laws, and Local Coftomsof thofe 
Countries. Whereas ic is a thing well known^ 
that when Sovereign Princes enter into Trea- 
ties (which are indeed the true and only Laws 
between Monarchs) they are regulated and con- 
firmed according to the Law of Nations com- 
mon to all; and being fo to be underftood, it is 
an idle Thing for Civilians to imagin, that a 
Conlideration of Laws Municipal, or Cuftoms 
belonging to any particular Country, under the 
Dominion of either of the Treating Princes, caa 
be admitted to the overthrowing of a Treaty, 
or the depriving either of the Parties of the 
Benefit ^nd Security which be has thereby. 

But 
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Bnt hotwithanding the Ittnunciatiov was (b 
carefully pe^in'd, as if a whole Grand Gonncil 
of Gvil Lawyers had b^en call'd to out-do all 
former Terras and Expneffions us'd in fnch Con- 
traSs, and to find out flew binding Cljufes, to 
prevent all Poflibility pf Evafijn, ih^Eenclj 
King was more eafilyiadacod tobelicire that his 
own great Ca»on'L4^w^% 3bove all oc^er L//ip, 
and moreconfentancoostohiiReafon and hisDe- 
iigns^nd therefore agairvft the very Senfc ai^d Sn4 
of the ^^;fif«c//«nV»,ufid6r. the flight Prerqnceof ja 
, Non^Entity^ he betook himfelf to Force and Vio^ 
lence, and with a powerful Army tell on a fud- 
den upon Blunders^ and other Parts of the Spaviflj 
Territories, with fuch an Inandation of War, 
that it was impoffible for the unprovided 5/>4wwr^ 
to refill him j more efpecially, after fuch deep 
Afleverations^ that all his vaft Preparations were 
no Way intended againft th^ SpMmjh DorainionSt 

Thefc profperous SucceflTes occafioned the 
TripU League^ which put a Stop to the French 
Career, and brought on another Treaty^ which 
was manag'd at jiken^ or Aix U Chafelh^ ia 
order to a new Agreement between Frarce and 
Spain. The Obfervation of which affords us 
another Ipftance of that ye call French Fidelity, 

By this Treaty the French King was to re- 
main poflesM of CharieroYy Binch^ jithc^ Djoway^ 
the Fort of Scarpa Turnay^ Oudenard^ LMIe^ Ar^ 
vunticrs^ Courtray^ Bergues^ and TiArms^ and all 
their Bayliwkh^ &c. and to reftore to the King 
of Spain the County of BurgHndy together with 
jiloil* And, to this Treaty all the Princes of 
Chriftendom were invited to give the two Kings 

their Promifes and Engagements of Warramry^ 

as to all the Contents of the Treaty, And by 
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another Article of the Treaty it was accorded, 
that whatever fhould on the Day of the Ratifi^ 
cation of the Teace be found upon the Lands of 
France^ fliould appertain to Her, and that what- 
ever in like Manner (hould be found upon the . 
Lands oi Spain ibould appertain to the CroWn 
of Spain '^ but as if ic were an Impoffibility for 
France to keep her Word, the Moll Chriftian 
Prince defigning to make his Advantage of this 
Article, before the Ratification came, caus'd 
the Ax to be let to ^ W^od o{ overgrown Trees^ 
which was upon the Lands of Spain^ and ha- 
ving feird the Temper, tranfported it into his 
own Dominions, that when the Ratification (hould 
come, he might have an Excufe for whai he 
had done. 

In like Manner, tho' he were to reftore all 
Burmndy^ by the Articles of this Treaty without 
Reftrvation, and tho' he were fworn upon the 
Crofs, the Holy Evangclifts, the Canons of the 
Mafs, and upon his Honour, fully, really, and 
bona fide to obferve and accomplifli all the Con- 

. tents of the Articles, yet he both difmantled 
the ftrong Holds and Places of the County, 
cariied away all the Ammunitions and Wa^-likc - 
Provifions, and would have deftroyed the rich. 
Salt Pits of that Province, hxat for the power- 
ful luierpolition of England and Holland. 

Nor could this Treaty of Aix^ fo religioufly 
fworn to, tie up the French King from exaft- 
ing heavy Contributions from the Datchefs of^ 

rf^ymhurgh and Luxenburgh^ from laying new 
Claims"' to feme Towns as important as any 
of thofe that had been granted him by the Peace, 
nor from confifcating the Eftates of the'Sub- 
jcSs of the King of Sfain^ that refu&'d to for-f 
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fwear their Allegiance, not fparing the Royal 
Houfe of Mary Mont. And as if thefe Infra- 
dions and Incroachments bad not been fuffict* 
cnt, th^y forc'd their Way with great Quan- 
tities of Merchandize thro' the Sfanifh Territo- 
ries, without paying Cuftoms, and not long 
after endeavour'd to furprize the Town of Hm-* 
nault. And in Ihort, they did whatever they 
pleas'd, plundered even the moft facred PJaces, 
and acted without Remorfe or Pity, whatever 
can be imagined by infoknt and unconfciona- 
ble Men. 

This perfidious dealing of France with £/?- 
gland and Spain ^ fpreading over Enrofe like a 
Gangrene, as it provM extreamly prejudicial 
to fome, fo it became no lefs pernicious to 
others of the Eurofdan Princes, 

Among the reft, the Duke of Lorrain^ by the 
Pyren^an Treaty, was to be reftor'd to his 
Dukedom of Lorrainy with all the Places and 
Towns which he had polTefled in the Bifiiop- 
ricks of MetSy TohI and Ferdnn. But France^ 
after the Execution of the other Articles of that 
Peace, delayed as long as Ihe could the Per- 
formance of that Part which related to the 
Duk6, and ftill refus'd to reftore him to his 
C!ountry, 'till ihe had made him condelcend to 
another treaty with her, whereby be was con- 
ftra^n'd to part with feveral other confiderabie 
PlaceSr befides what had been granted to him 
•by the General Peace. Nor would that Ufur* 
pation fatisfie her voracious Appetite-, for that 
after a Year and an half of an unfettl'd PolTef- 
fion, during which Time, under feveral unjuft 
Pretences, new Quarrels were every Day pick'd 
with him, 'till ihe forc'd him with a confide- 
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rable Army, to fiirrendcr into her Hands his 
Town of AdarfuL 

Nor was it long after before the French again 
corapeird him to fign a new Treaty^ ftill more 
difadvaatgeous than the two former ; nor could 
he then, as little as before, have any quiet 
Enjoyment of that little they had left him, 'till 
they had worm'd him out of all. For every 
Day xht French encroached^ upon his Jurisdittionj 
the Liberties of his Territories ^ and his Sovereign^' 
ty it felf : He laid moft enormous Taxes epoa 
the Duke's Subjefts.^ he conftrain'd him to dif- 
band his Forces^ and then to raife new Men 
again, as the Moft Chrifiian Ufurper thought fit. 
He was kept from revenging his own Quarrels, 
to take Part in that of others, all his Enemies 
v;ere let loofe againft him, to ftop the Progreft 
of his Armies, as fbon as he had gain'd the 
leaft Advantage. And in few Words, the No- 
ble Duke, who deferv'd a much better Treat'- 
ment^ was all that while rather a rajfd to France^ 
than a Sovereign Prince. Neither would this la- 
tisfie the Ambition of the French King, who 
finding by many Circumftances how highly the 
Duke rekxitcd iiichDefpotickVfagej hefencone 
of his Generals to furprize and feize his Per^ 
fonj and to bring him either dead or alive. A 
new French Mode of dealing with Sovereiga 
Princes, not known in the naore generous Cli- 
mates of Fnrope^ and which may give us fome 
Hopes of feeing the Northern Pzn of the World 
governed by Bajha^s as well as the ^aftern. 

But 'cis an infallible Maxinty that every 
Prince difpoflefs'd of his Eftate, may hold for 
certain there will be nothing omitted on the 
Ufurper's Part, or Conqueror io.^^oiTeffion, W 
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ruinbim, if polllble^ and all bis Generattoo. 
Therefore 'tis not ftrange that the Freftch King 
ihould leave no Stone unturn'd for the Deftni- 
aion of his Highncfs of Lorrain : From hence 
it was, that the Imperial Covemour of Philifs* ' 
burgh^ the fame who afterwards bafely and cow- 
ardly forrender'd up that Garrifbn to Crequi^ 
io notorioufly and openly as lie did, attempted 
the Deftrudion of that Princ^, by a Trap^doar^ 
which he cunningly caus'd to. be contrived for 
that Purpofein the Bridge, odh^Lt Place; thro* 
which the Duke, not dreamingof any fuch French 
Treachery fo near him, fell headlong to the 
Bottom of the Ditch. For may it not be ju- 
Illy inferr'd, that this Governour had capitula- 
ted and agreed with fbme Chriftian Minifter of 
France^ to execute {o grateful al Piece of T'rea^ 
fon^ more cfpecially, fipceic was by the Power, 
^f the Favourers of France at Fienna^ that the 
TrMors efcap'd altogether unpunifli'd. 

And now we are come to Fienna^ it will not 
be anlifi to take a fhort View of the Moft 
Chrifiian King's Behaviour towards the Empe- 
rour. whefe he wiQ be found nothing chang'd, 
either in his Morals or his Politicks. 

As for the Occafion that ever his late Imfe^ 
rial Majefty gave-the Frefjch King, to make fuch 
Bloody Wars upon Him, there is no Body thac 
can tell of any : Nor is it probable that a Prince 
fo good natur'd^ fo Pioufly inclined, fo roucti 
given CO Repofe and Peace, and (b averie front 
contending with his Neighbours, or making War 
upon his luferiours, as he isfaidtobe, (honld 
be an Asreffhr : But all the World knows thac 
it has been long the Ambition of France to grafp 
in his Hands the Univerfal Monarchy of the 

Fourth 



Fourth Part of the Habitable Earth ; and this 
is that which makes the Fretich King feek Oc- 
caGons of Publick Univerfal Difturbance, and 
the better to fucceed, to leive nothing unat- 
tempted that Force or Fraad can procure. It 
is no Qiiarrel between Nations^ bearing En- 
mity to one another^ neither is it in Revenge of 
Injuries received, but an impotent Rage and Lufi 

. of Empire in one Man, that has fee all Europe to^ 
gcther by the Earsj Deltrat Ludovicm fkEtituY 

. Enropa. One Man is mad for the Empire, and 
that Mad:)efs of one Man Ibts all Europe xn^Flame^, 
Now for that the word of Ufurpers would 
be tliought to have fome glittering Pretence 
for cheir Irj^ftke^ therefore it is that the French 
King makes it his Budnefsy to find out Men 
of iVit and Ctvit^ to turmoil for Juftifications^ 
of his illegal Anions ^ fuch Men are eafily found, 
and the Temptations of Gold makes them no 
lefs (edu^ous to gratifie the Jupiter that com- 
mands the Golden Showers ; fo that if they can . 
hot find him a Pretence of Claim, he'll find 
Armies and Bombs to make it good. Under 
the Warmth of fuch Golden Encouragements 
was hatcliM that elaborate Piecey entituled. The 
ju{i Pretenjiom of the King (meaning the French 
King) to Europe \ wherein after the Author has 
Jaid it for a Foundation, that x^at Demefnes ^tA 
Gonquefts of Kingdoms are always tht^Demefnes 
and Gonquefts of 5<jt/err/^«/, and that the Gon- 
quefts and Demefnes of Growns cannot be afcer- 
tain'd or prefcrib-d ; he adds. That the greater 
Part (7/Germany is tioe Patrimony and ancient Inhem 
ritance of the 'ixQ^Q\\ King., 
i Charlemaigne poffefs^d Germany not as Enifc-^ 

rpr^ but as Ki^fg^ of France. Fr.om which Do-r 
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Arinc it. is evident^ that his Imperial Majefly^ 
nor indeed any Prince in Europe^ can ever be^ 
fafe, nor hope for any^Quiet, while the jim^ 
bition of France is in a Condition to lay fach 
a Claim to th^ix Dominions. More cfpecially, 
iince it is known by woful Experience^ that 
t\\t French Kmg gives no other Reafons for his 
unioft Violences ^ nor cares to give any other than 
what theL/^« gave to the weaker Beafis^ one# 
Part is his Rights as King of the Forefl-y another 
becaufe he is able to fuhdne*^ the third he takes 
by Force ^ dnd for the reFt^ touch it who 
dares. 

Another Cunning to ftt up a French Title is 
by the Means of certain Scribes^ as good as 
ever Granger^ fo dextrous at the Strokes of their 
Fens^ that they will imitate the obfolete Go^ 
thick CharaSers with that ExaSnefs, that yoa 
would fwear they were written above Five or 
Six Hundred Yeats ago, and by that Means, 
they will fet up a Dependence from fuch a Di- 
ftance of Time, that Beelubnb himfelf fhall not 
be able to difprove it. 

Upon thefe Foundations it was, that as if he. 
were dealing only with the Farmers of his Re- 
venues^ by a publick Declaration he erefted a So*- 
vereign Court at Mets^ composed according to 
the Cuftom of France^ of a Dozen of his Lawr 
yers, who, by Virtue of the King's Authori- 
' ty, and the Miniftry of the CatchpoUs of tb^t 
clandeftine Jurifdiftion, fummon before them all 
fuch Kings and Princes as are poflefs'd of any 
Territory which the King is pleasM to call a 
Dependence upon any State, with which he has 
nothing to do j and when no Body appears to 
ackftowkdge the JurifdiSion of this Tyrannical 



mi Vniverfal Ptepbudrey and to give them an 
Accouoc by what Right they poflfeft what their 
Prcdeceflbrs have for Three orFonr Hundred 
Years peaceably enjoy 'd j prefently the.Moft 
Chrifiian Prince makes his own Power his Judg- 
cs, and his Army bis Advocates, and immedi- 
ately with F/Vf and Sword (eizts upon the con- 
fiicated Dominiofi. And by Virtue of fuch Pre^ 
► tenfions as the(e, he claims and has pjfefs^d him- 
felf of the Dukedom of Lorrain^ the Dutchy 
of I>eux Pontsy and the beft Part of JlfatU^ as 
being Dependencies of the Bijhoprich of Toul^ 
MetTiy and Verdun ; and confequently miift be 
united to the Demefms of the Crown oi France. 
Having then fo clear a Title to the Empire^ 
no Wonder he purfues (b dreadfully the Reco- 
very of his Right, And yet the true Mother 
of the Child could not endure to fee the Bow- 
els of ber Infant rip*d up before lier Eyes } no, 
nor can we believe the Mbfl: Chriftian Prince to 
be the Hereditary Father of thofe Countries, 
which, in Deceftation of all Compaflion, he fo 
inhumanly ranfacks and depopulates i being then 
a fpurious Title, difown'd by the Legitimate Pa- 
rents of all true Titles, Law and JuJHce^ which 
only Fraud and Force could make good. Of 
bdcb how dreadfully, and how too (uccefs fully 
the AmbitJous Monarch has made life in aflert- 
ing his illegal Claims, all Europe can too fad- 
ly teftifie j no left lavilh of his Gold than of 
humane Blood. The Grand Viper ^ and the Cham 

of Frecopite Tartary^ were his PenfionerSy dazl'd 

with feveral Millions of his Louifian Medals; 
the one to divert the Arms of Poland ; the other 
to keep his Imperial Majefty employ'd in the 
ttmolt Limits of his Dominions, bordering op* 

on 



on Turkey^ Jthat he with the lefs Refiftance 
might revel in the Ruins of the flourifliing.Gifr- 
dens and Cities of the .Rhwc And as he tram- 
ples under Fool; all Faith and Homnr at Home, 
fo by tampering with the Minifters and Sob- 
jcSs of other Princes, he inftruds them here to 
manage their Fidelity to the belt Advantage of 
his own Ambition, and by a Metid of bis owa 
tries what Adetal they arc made of, before he 
deal with their Malbers. And with this Sort 
o{ White ForpdeTy whicfcdoes Execution without 
Noife, (hoots down more Gitadels^ Caftles, and 
ftrong Holds, and takes in more Towns than 
all the Thnnder of bis Cannon, In fb much, that 
it has been obferv'd, that when his Ambafla- 
dors go abroad, they either carry along with 
them the principal Engins^ or elfe they arc fent 
after them; an Amballador, or an Agent go 
before his Army, and then ufually a Conqueft 

follows. *A^i;p4ce/j r&vyduci iJji'x\t is his Motto: 

A new Way to Honour and Renown, unknown 
to Alexander y or any of the dull Roman Con* 
querors. 

Had not the Steward of Commiflary Gene- 
ral Capellier'*s Houle been tainted wi(h tlus Gold-* 
en Potfony he had never been furpriz*d by his 
Matter in the very > Aft of Traiterons Correfpon^ 
dence with the Minitter of France^ to whom he 
gave an exaft Accompt of all he could difcov- 
€r in his Matter's Houfe. And to confirm what 
bis Matter had detefted, at length certain Let- 
terS) which the Steward was to have received 
from the French Minitter^ were feiz'd at the Im- 
perial Pofl'Office in Frankford. 

After the Peace of Nimeguen^ the City of 
Strashrgh thought it felf in full Security, cour 
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firm'd by fcveral fervent and vehement Letters^ 
which the Fre?7cb King wrote to them from 
time to time, and the AITurances given them 
by his Kefident abiding in the City, that bis 
Mafter depr^d nothing more than to live ia 
Peace and Amity with the Empcronr^ and with 
the Cities of the Empire. And yet by the i««- 
derhand^ contending and tampering with the 
fame Rejident^ a Traitor was chofen Bttrgher'- 
wafier^ who adted altogether conformable to 
the Advice of France. On the other fide, the 
yl^a^iftrates and Burghejfes being lull'd afleep by 
ihe^fair Proniifcs and Proteftations of France^ 
difmifs'd their Guard of Switzers^ which were 
the chief Seairity of their City: But no fbon- 
er were the Smtzjers departed, but MonGeur 
Louvcy, with a powerful Army inverted the Ci- 
ty, aiid forc'd them to furrender upon fuch Con- 
ditions as he was pleas'd to prefcribe them. 
After which the, French King made no Scruple 
to violate thofe pitiful Articles which they grant- 
ed them, and to treat them as Sltives like the 
reft of his Subjeds. 

The Treaty of Nimeguen began in the Name 
of the moft holy and indivfible Trinity i and 
the End of it was, that there fhould be an 
immoveable and unfliaken Peace between bis 
Jmferial Majtfiy and the French King, to ftop 

the Veftlation of 16 many Provinces, and the 
Eflufion of fo much Clmftian Bloody yet no fbon- 
cr was the Emperour cngagM againft the Turk^ 
and that Sfain and her Allies had laid down 
their Arms, and disbanded the greatefl: Part 
of their Forces, relying upon the Faith of th6 
Treaty of Nimeguen^ but the Moft Chriftidn 
King fell in upon Flanders with a more thaa 
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Turlijh VWT% BHfnivg^ Plundrwg^ and LeveBiv^ 
with the Earth whole Towns and f^i/l^ges^ on 
IPiirpofe to conftrain the People to revolt, and 
to become his Vaflals to preferve therarelves 
from utter Roin. 

The Cdrrefpondencc of the Mofl: ChrifHan 
King with the Ottoman Port, is too well known, 
and how it was at his Moft Chrifiian Importu- 
nity, that the Grand Seignior broke the firfl: 
Truce which he had made with the Empire, 
tofecond ths . Deligns of Count TlrrJtf/ey, whom 
France^ out oi a particular Zeal to the CathoUck 
Religion^ aflifted with Men and Money, and 
thai prevailing Charm it was that wrought 
upon the Port to fend back Count Caprara^ and 
rejcft the Propofitions of Peace which he car- 
ry'd along with him. Of which the Mar(^ueis 
of Seffcvihe^ then the French Ambafladour an 
Vienna^ failM not with all Diligence to give 
bis Matter Notice ; who with no lefs Sedulity 
di(patcb*d another Perfon to the Grand f^ifier^ 
to oblige and encourage him to contrive the 
Siege of Fitnna^ urging him that ic was for 
his Honour not to quit it, that the City was 
at its laft Gafp, and that it behov'd him to 
take it, whatever it coft him, for the Sake of 
his Reputation, and the publick Good of the 
Port; for that the Siege having made fuch a 
Noife in the World, he could not leave the 
Profecution of it without Eternal Infamy to the 
Ottoman Empire, and the Grand y'tzjcr ^ adding 
withal, that to facilitate the taking of the 
Town, and to divide the Emperour's Forces, 
his Matter would enter into Fianders with a 
pQiflknt Arooy, which would infallibly oblige 
ihe Ptinces of the Emfitt to recall their Forces 
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for their own Security. And in that Point he 
was as good as his Word to the Turk^ entring 
Flanders at the fame Time with Fire and Sword^ 
as if he had been Sedond to Mahomet. But when 
Viema was relieved, he was fo far from parta- 
king in the general Joy of the reft of the Chri^ 
ftian World, that he forbid his Ecclefiaftich to 
obferve any Thankfgivwg for the nSory of the 
Chrifiians^ upon Pain of incurring his High 
Difpleafure. 

Nor is it only by the Alliftance of open and 
profefs'd Infidels^ that the French King fights 
the EmperoHr abroad^ but by the Means of his 
pretended Friends and neared CounfellorS) who 
having finger'd the Gold of France^ become Trai^ 
tors to their lawful Princey and betray his very 
Cabinet Secrets. This occafion'd the Mifunder- 
ftanding that happened between the Duke of 
Brandenburgh and MontecHCuli^ General of the 
Imperial Forces in the Holland War. 

For in the Year 1672; when all Europe look'd 
upon the Vnited Provinces near the Brink of 
JDcftruEHon^ the Eleftor of Brandenburgh^ fore- 
feeing the Confequences to be expeded from 
the fuccefsful Enterprizes of France^ took the 
Field with a coniiderable Army, at what time 
MomecHCHli was on his March, with a Defign to 
aft jointly. Upon which Turenne was fent to op- 
pofe thofe two Armies $ but by the feveral March-- 
es and Counter Marches which the Eledor made, 
Tnrenne^s Army was fo tir'd and harrafs'd,thatt 
about the End of the Campaign it was in (b mife- 
rable a Condition, that all Turenne could do, was 
to defend hiipfelf j which caus'd the Ele^or to 
make a vigorous Remonftrance of all Things 
to be made to the Imperial Council. Which 
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wrought lb cffedually, that pofitive Order* 
were fenfi to MomecHCHli to join the Eledor 
and fight Turcnne^ without farther Lofs of 
Tiraei fo that nothing but Treachery^ the Mode 
of France^ could have prevented the Total 
Ruin of Turenneh Army. But the French In- 
ftruments In the Imperial Conn fo order'd the 
Matter, that MontecHCHli\ Orders were chang'd^ 
and ^n exprefs Command fe^it him, neither to 
joyn the Eleftor^ nor to fight Turcnne. The 
Elcdor, who had received from the Court of 
Vienna a formal Letter, which gave him an Ac- 
count of the. true Order which the Emperour 
. had fent his General to joyn him, and fight the 
fhatter'd Enemies, wonder'd when MontttucuU^ 
being by him fummonM to execute the Order, 
refus'd to obey it: But MontecucHli^ who knew 
nothing of the Letter fent the Eleftor, could 
do no le(s than follow his own Inftrudtions. 

The EleSior was concemM in RepHUtion to 
make the Emferonr fenfible of Ji^ontecuculi's 
Proceedings \ and if MontecHcnli was ftrange- 
ly furpriz'd, when at his Return to Vienna^ 
his Imperial Majefly call'd him to a ftridt Ac- 
count, why he neither joyn'd the Branderi'^ 
burghcTj nor fought Tnrenne^ the Emperonr was 
no lefs ama^'d, when his General produced for 
his Difcharge an Order in exaft Form, forbid- 
ding him to do either the one or the others 
This was a pcrfeQ: Myltery ; however,afterwards 
it was found out to have been a Contrivance 
between the French Emijfaries^ and fome of the 
imperial Minifters^ who having eafily found a 
Way to intercept the Original Order^ and ia 
the fame Difpatch to tranfmit a falfe one under 
a counterfeited Hand and Seal. And thiu per-^ 
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haps it was that General Souches^ afcer the Bat' 
tie of Semefy drew off from the Prince of Orange j 
and left him in the Lurch, under pretence of 
not having Order to do any more than what 
he had done. 

Tar brack was a Town u^n the Borders of 
Germany:, that ftdod conveniently for the Pur- 
pofes of the French King, and therefore be re- 
folv'd to fortifie it. On the other Side, the 
Imperialifis complain'd of it to the Frfwfc King, 
as a Truce and Treaty both at one Timej 
but all the Anfwer they could get, was, that , 
the Royal Chamber of Mets had irrevocably de- 
creed it to belong to the Crown of France^ and 
therefore the Imperialifis had no Reafbn to 
complain of a Sovereign Monarch^ forttfyiog 
his Frontier Towns. 

His very Propofals of Marriage arc only 
Snares to entrap fuch Princes as will accept of 
his Matches \ and becaule bis main Delign is at 
the Empire, therefore he ftrives to fcatter his 
Circes and Medeas among the Princes of Ger^ 
many : Believing Wives to be the fitteft Inftru- 
ments to betray their Husbands, and the Nuptial 
Sheets to be the fecurefl: Harbours for Treachery. 

Thus after the Marquefs of Sethuneh Sillier 
was married to the King of Foland^ Jealon&t 
between the King her Huband and the Empe- 
r our were fomented, and Fadions fet up in that 
Country, by the Means of tbofe Golden Rays 
which the Sun of France difplays in that Court 
by the Hands of the Bankers of Hanthurgh and 
Dantxjck. And the more to encourage her to 
play her Game according to the French Inftra- 
ttions, his Molt Chriftian Majefty made her Fa- 
ther a Duke and Peer of France^ aod profnis'd 
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to receive her as a Qiieen, and hot as a Sub« 
jcd, if (he retorn'd a Widow in her own Coun- 
try. Thus he thought to have caught the 
Young Duke of Bavaria with one of his Na- 
tural Daughters i but that Heroick Prince de* 
fpis'd the Motion. And if the Frcftch King 
bad been aflur'd that the Young Prince of PcUnd 
ihould fucceed his Father, there had been ano- 
ther Natural Daughter of France ready pre* 
par'd for him ; for otherwife, ic would be a 
Daughter meerly thrown away, if ihe could 
bot be in a Station to ferve her own Country, 
t^or that the main End of the French King in 
giving French Wives to the King of Poland^ 
and the feveral Princes of Germany^ is to di* 
vide the Strength of the Empire^ and leflen the 
Authority of the Emferour^ by feparating frbm 
his Interefl: the particular Princes of the Em- 
pftrc by private Intrigues, and diftinft Trea- 
ties, which tho* it be contrary to the Treaty 
of Mnnfterj yet that fignifies nothing to a 
Prince who has no fuch Veneration for Leaguet 
as to think them worth obferving. 

As for the French King's dealing with the 
Duke of Nieuberghy it was fbmewhat WW^/ii; 
for that, after the French King had (taus'd him 
to mortgage the greatelt Part of his Eftate, 
almoft beyond the Hopes of Redemption, in 
Expedation of the PoUpi Crown^ to which France 
bad promis'd to advance him, by the Afliftance 
of a ftrong Party which (he had in that King* 
dom, contrary to the Treaties, as well with 
the 'Duke as with the Eleftor of Branden'^ 
hurgh^ and to his reiterated Promifes and Vows, 
both by Word of Mouth and in Writing ; he 
Hoderband, by his Creatures and Agents, op- 

E J Y^"*^ 
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pos'd the Duke's Pretenfions and endeavour'^ 
ivich all the laduftry and Importunity imagi- 
nable, to have the Prince of Conde preferred 
before him, and all the reft of bis Competi- 
tors ; a fufficient Wai"ning to all Princes bow 
they rely upon the broken Reed of French Inte- 
grity. 

The Ele^or of Brandenhwrgh was environed 
vrich French EmilTaries and Spies, and fome of 
his principal Minifters fo intoxicated with the 
Elixirs of France^ that nothing was faid or 
done in his Falace^ of which the French Envoy 
had not fwift Inffelligence. And the World 
was well inform 'd of all the Intrigues and large 
Prefents which Monfieur De Rebenack Icatter'd 
about in that Court j of which the JIgene him- 
felf was fo unwary, or fo foolilh as to make 
his Boafts. ^ 

The Eleftor of Saxony better underftood bis 
own Intereft, and therefore would not bite at 
the Golden Hooky as one that difdaio'd the 
treacherous Offers of France } but the French King 
endeavoured by other Ways to faife him Di- 
fiurbances in his own Family, and to fet him 
M Variance with his Neighbours, which would 
,have ftrangely embroil'd him, had not the Em- ,i 
peroar in Time provided againft thofe MiC- 
chiefs. However, left it (hould be faid there 
was any Court in Chriftendom^ wherein the French 
King had not feme Plough or other going, he 
forbears not to fend into Saxony fuch as know 
how to accommodate themfelves to the Hutmier 
of the Country, more elpecially the ftouteft 
Drinker s be can find out; who by that MeanSf. 
making tbemfelves familiar at the Tables of 
the great Ferfom^ watch their Oppgrtnoities ui . | 
• " • ' '. the. i 



the Heighth of Jollity and Gxnpotation, to 
draw the IVhrms out of their Nofes, and dive 
into the Bottoms of their opened Hearts. 

The PaUtine EleSors, neither Father nor 
Son, would cloie with the Intereft of the French^ 
and therefore His Molt ChrifHan Majefty facri- 
ficed the depopulated Cities of that Country 
to his Fury, even to the Compaflion of feme 
that were the Executioners of his Rage ; a De- 
population which none but fuch Monfters of 
Men as the Moft Chriftian King employs would 
have undertaken ; Men To impious and fearlefs 
of God, that one of them being mildly repre« 
bended for the burning of a fair Tovon^ reply'd, 

- That he would burn God in Heaven if his Mafier^ 
the King of France, commanded him *to do it. BuS 
perhaps the Moft Chriftian King is of the Opi- 

. nion of the antient GaBs^ believing there is no 
Way to give Peace to a Country, but by root- 
ing out the Inhabitants, according to that of 
Tacitus^ Galli^ ubi folitHdinem fecernm pacem ap'* 
pellant. 

Nor could the Bilhop of Munfler^ as cunning 
as he was, preferve himfelf from being out- 
witted by the French Infidelity. For that be- 
ing comprehended in the League of the Rhine^ 
when he found him(elf attacked by the States 
of Holland within the Empire, he implored the 
Aid of France^ according to the Guarranty^ but 
. in vain; for when he was about to make his 
Complaint, he was of a ftidden overwhelmed 
with the Forces of France^ and had not bis 
Enemies us'd Moderation toward him more 
than his own AUie^ his Territories, tho' the 
Patrimony of the Chnrch^ had been laid in Alh- 

es before now. 
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Whea the Prench King broke Fajth with 
Holland^ to the Surprize of a great Part of their 
Country, he was fo far from alfigning any CaHfe^ 
true or fdfe^ for his Aftions, that he only pub- 
lifh'd a Declaration oiWar^ without any other 
Reafomj than only the /// SmiafoElion rphkh Hi^ 
Majejly had of the Behaviour of the. States Cene^ 
ral toward him^ being rifen to that Degree^ that^ht 
can no longer without Dimnnition of his Glory ^ dip 
femble his Indignation againfi thentj &c. therefore 
he had refolv^d to make War again fi them by Sea 
4nd Landj &c. and commands all his SubjeSls COM'' 
rir fus upon the Hollanders, for fuch is onr Flea^ 
fnre. 

: Certainly k was never known that in any 
Age or Nation in the World the Sword was 
drawn upon no better Allegations ^ a Style fo 
for from being Moft Chrifiian^ that nothing buc 
fome F rench Romance could parallel the Expret- 
lion. ' All that can be faid, 'twas A-la-mode de 
trance. 

But Holland had no Reafon to wonder at 
thefe Proceedings, confidering what a Prank ih& 
French King bad play'd them before, when h^ 
pretended to joyn with them in the War 
againft England. At what Time France^ by 
Virtue of a Treaty of Guarranty with the 
States of the United Provinces, after feveral 
Requefts ineffedually made by the States, found 
her felf obliged to make a Shew of undertak- 
ing to defend them againft England \ among 
the reft of the j^r tides ^ there was one by which 
it was concluded and agreed in exprefs Terms, 
that the jilUes fliould not Negotiate^ much lefs ' 
conclude any Peace^r Truce with the common 
Enemy, without the Confent of the other, and 

without 
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without procuring the fame Satisfadion for liis 
:/ttKej as he would for bimfelf. The States ti- 
ed thefflfelves with that Integrity to this Ob« 
ligation, that notwithftaoding the confiderable 
Adv^antages offer'd them to treat (eparately; 
they would not fo much as lend an Ear to any 
Propoiition of that Nature. FrMnce on the 
other fide, had always kept on Foot a private 
Nej^atiation^ which neverthelefs the Dutch had 
all the Rcafoa in the World to fufped, becaufe 
of the continual potting of Curriers between 
Paris and London. Hovicvcr ^ Prance confirm'd 

them fo authentickly in a contrary Belief, and 
gave them fuch poflcive Promi^s, that (he 
would never hearken to any EH-opoficion, un- 
kls in a joint Aflembly, for a General Peace^ 
that (he order'd the Count D* Eftradesj that ia 
Ga(e the States would not give Credit to what 
he aflured them as an Jtmhajfadour^ he fhould 
quit that Charader for fo long Time, and pawn 
his Faith to them as a private Ferfon. A great 
Honour indeed to the Count J? Efirade^ to have 
the Reputation of a Perfon that would not tell 
an Untruth, but under the Character of a pub- 
lick Minifter of France^ and that the Probity 
of his Perfon was above the Dignity of his 
jr Employment. Tho' had he been fo improvi- 
dent to have been bound for his Matter, he 
mutt certainly have anfwered both the Trinci" 
pal and Intereft j for certain it is that England 
and fr^/rrf concluded the Peace without the 
Confent or fo much as the Knowledge of the 
States'^ neither did France make any Mention 
pf them or their Interetts, or of any Refervc 
or Relation to the General Peace, But than 

which was more forprizing was thrs^ that af- 
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ter the French Kiiig had thus concloded- a jpn- 
vote Peace with England^ notwithftanding he 
had promis'd the King^.not to excrcife any Aft 
of Hoftilicy againlt hfm, he us'd all his En- 
deavours to oblige the Dutch to put forth their 
Fleet to Sea, engaging to joyn with them, and 
agreeing upon all the Conditions necelTary for 
that Purpofe. A double headed Piece of Trea* 
chery^ fit to be recorded to the Eternal Infamy 
of the Faith Breaker. 

If we look into Sweeden^ we fhall find that 
Ihe was confider'd as more potent than Den^ 
mari^ and therefore a Leagne was clapt up 
with them, to prevent the Danes affifting Hoi- 
landi and by that League the King of Smeden 
was to receive by Way of Penfion, or Gratuity, 
Sixteen Hundred Thoufand Crowns. Bvt the 
French^ upon fecond Thoughts^ finding the Trr^- 
ty with the Sweeds to be of little life to them, 
refusM to ratifie it, and fent away Monfieur 
Trelony to tell the King of Sweeden in fhort, 
that his Mailer declared it void; a quick and 
Majeftick Way to refcind a Treaty at any Time ! 

If we remove into Poland^ there you (hall 
find no Body more buCe than the French King*s 
jimbaffadonrsyzx, the EleQions of the King,to pro- 
cure the Choice of fuch a one as may be tack'd 
to his IntereBj or at lead fuch a one as may 
have no Kindnefs to the Houfe of Auflria^ and 
all this to enable him the more to difturb the 
Peace of the Empire. In Purfuance of which 
ungodly DeCgns, under a Pretence of advan- 
cing the j4ffairs of Poland^' and fettling a perfeft 
Amity with that Kingdom, the French King 
contriy'd a Marriage for the PoUfh Prince, with 
a Lady of France. By viihich Means he had a 

fair 
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fair Opportunity to fend tbitlier, as Iier Attend 
dents J and for the more Splendor of her Fame, 
fo many expert Inftriments of Mifcbief, that 
immediately they form'd and fettl'd a C^d 
with fuch Imrignes as in a fhort Time enflam'd 
the Nobility of that Kingdom into Animofities 
and Fadions, not likely to be fo fbon again ex- 
tinguiihM : And at that Time they wrought 
to far, that the King foon after became wil- 
ling to refign the Kingdom'*, upon which the 
Turk feeing the great Divilions that were rais'd 
among them, was the more eafily allur'd in by 
the French Cabaly who procur'd by Verfallian'% 
Diredions that Mifchiet, partly out of Revengt 
becaufe they could not compafs another King, 
either of French Blood or French Intereft, at the 
next EleAion, and partly, becaufe the New 
King had contracted a Marriage with the £m- 
perour's Sifter. 

And now Poland^ by Reafon of its Scitua- 
tion, being ihelter'd under the Wings of the 
French AmbaflTadour, is fixM upon by the French^ 
to convey themfelves from thence into Hungary^ 
and the Ottoman Vort^ for the better and more 
cafie carrying on their Intrigues between France^ 
the Malecontents and the Thrk. And firil:, it 
appear'd by feveral Letters difperfed both in 

ConfiantinofUj Tranfilvania and Hungary^ that 
upon the soth of December^ 1681. the War 
was refolv'd upon, and fworn to againft the 
Emperour, in the Seraglio of Conft amino fle^ in 
the Holy Council calPd the Divan^ where the 
Mnfti^ High'frieB of the Mahometan Religion, 
lies Prefidenc. Which fofficiently laid open the 
Authors and Procurers of that War, - and ckar- 
}y fli$;w'd, that the French were nqf afliam'd. 
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as if it had 1)een a famoas A&ion in them to 
take Advice of the Divaftj and applaud the 
Soccefs of the Negotiation'^ as they did in their 
Letters wrictea backwards and forwards to 
the Rebels^ in which they congratulated with 
the Rebeh ; for having drawn the Rebels to their 
Succour, they proirtis'd each other in their Let- 
ters all the Advantages they could exped, 
which aim'd at no lefs than to have driven the 
Emperour out of the beft of his Dominions. 

It was known that fuch of the Hungarians as 
were forc'd to run their Country for confpi- 
ring againft the Emperour, liv'd only upon fuch 
Supplies of Money as they receivM from the 
French^ to the End they (hould not be conftrain'd 
to make their Peace with the Emperonr^ whofc 
Clemency they were made believe extended no 
farther than to ofter it j fo that they refolv'd 
to profecute their Enterprise upon the Promi- 
fcs that were made them from Fr^wf . Which 
was the Reaibn that Akakia renew'd and con- 
firm'd more powerfully than ever the League 
and Alliance with the Maleeontents in Hungary. 
The /rf/fc^ Em iflaries alfo, without any Shame 
of violating the Law of Nations^ and in Coun- 
tries where the Iblemn Treaty of Peace was 
in full Force, tho' they had been manifeftly 
difcovered in a fecret Confpiracy, run on af- 
terwards more than ever with an unparalell'd 
Impudence, as if all things had been lawful 
for them to ad without ControuL 

An Handred Thoufand Florins were order- 
ed at Paris to foment the Difcontents of the 
Hungarian Rebels, and quicken the Motion of 
iht^T'arks ; which Sum was deliyer'd at Dant^ 
zJcky and paid into th^ Han^s of a i?^//jrr, who 
' '' after-. 
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afterwards deliverM it into the Hands of the 
French Emiffaries^ at feveral Payments, the bet- 
ter to hide the Budneis. And the Sieptr d» 
Fernay Boucaiddi^ Count Teckelfs real Spie, causM 
to be deliver'd to the Sienr f^alentine Nemejfan 
113C0 DnchitSy to oblige the lidalecomems to 
take Arms again^ and attack the Citadel of 
Zatmar^ after the Frf^cfe Mode j that is, toenr 
deavour to gain the Garrifon, or Citizens, with 
Money. 

Thefe Tricks of the French Emiflaries were 
fo well known, that the Princefs RadzivUUana 
forbad the fufiering any French to pafs thro' 
her Conntrey of Sachlia^ fearing kfl: they 
fliould, as in other Places, corrupt her People 
with Money ; and one being taken palling thro* 
her Countrey, was by her Command laden with 
Irons, and feverly puniih'd. Neverthefs they 
took other Roads, and had frequent private 
Enterviews with Valentine Nemejfan^ Peter Jagetj 
and other particular Friends and Allies of 
Teckeley. They made it their Bufinefs likewife 
to have more and more frequent Conferences 
in Tranfilvania^ fending firft one, and then ano- 
ther to j^ris with ample Accounts of their 
Proceedings, and for farther Inftrudions. 

Of all thefe things the Emperour's Ambafla- 
dour in the Court of Poland complain'd to his 
Majefty, and defir'd that no French Man, not 
being an Ambafladour, or bearing fome other 
Employment, might be permitted to (lay in 
his Dominions. Upon which the King gave 
Notice to the French Ambaflddour, to order 
jSkakid and Di^ Vernay to withdraw : The Sf- 
nm alfo told the fame Ambafladour, tha( they 
well uoderftood that the Frrmi were they who 

had 
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had ftirrM up the Troubles in Hungary ; that 
they knew what Money had been given for it, 
what Cabals they had held, and what the SitHf 
du Vtrnay kept^every Day. They declared him 
to be a Spie, and that he had no other Bufi-^ 
nefs to detain him about Leofold^ but only to 
treat with the Thrks and Mahometans about 
drawing the War into Hungary. The Ambafla- 
dour anfwered, that Vern^ was fcnt with him 
into Poland to manage the Afiairs of the Moll; 
Chrifiian King his Mafl:er» and deny'd that ei- 
ther Fernay or he had any Commerce with the 

Hungarians or Turks. 

But the Sfonifii AmbafTadour having made 
new Difcoveriesj renew 'd his Complaints to the 
King, who gave him Audience in the Pre^nce 
of f^itry the French Ambafladour, and before 
the whole Senate ^^ where he (poke a long time 
againft the abominable Methods and Pradices 
of the French^ carry'd on by Vernay^ to pro- 
mote the Troubles of Hungary j and bring the 
7urks into Chriftendom ; but then it was that 
rin'yj having no Way to avoid itj declar'd 
Fl:rn^ Co be joint Ambafladour with him from 
the French King, by that Means to Aelter a 
Traitor to Chriftendom nndtv the Proteaion of 
the Law of Nations. 

Much dbouc the fame Time the Caftellan of 
Primiflau perceiving that neither His Majefty 
of Polandj nor the Senate^ expell'd the French 
Spies, and moreover that their Defigns ftill 
fucceeded better and better, refiis'd to permit 
Pernay to enter his Village of Nimoravia^ but 
forced him to pafs another Way. 

Vttry was highly incensM at this, and going 
diredly to Court, laid before (be King the Af- 
front 
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front and Indignity offer'd to his Aflbciate 
Vernay^ and was fb bold as to denland the //»- 
frifonment of the CafteUan for Satisfadion ; but 
the King not enduring his Confidence, told him 
plainly, that it was to no Purpofe to couch 
Vernay under the Quality of an AmbalTadour, 
for that the Tragedies \\t aded under the vain 
Pretence of an Ambafladour, were too well 
known ; that all the Devices of the French^ and 
their Contrads with the Turk were difcover'd, 
that the Places which F'ermy had corrupted,. 
were named; their Refolutions and Defigns 
known, that he could exaSly tell how much 
Money had been remitted from France to Han" 
garyy and how they had us'd FtoUnce^ Deceit^ 
and wicked PraSice againfl: the Emperour, co 
the Misfortune of Chrifiendom. . 

The Ambafladour would have pretended to 
have clear'd himfelf of thefe things, which he 
faid were wrongfully charg'd upon his Nation. 
But the King growing hot^ would not hear 
him, only told the Ambafladour he would lay 
Ten Thouland Piftoles with him, that he would 
undeniably prove aU that he had faid to be true. 

At which the French Ambafladour flood 
ama^'d, and by his Silence fufficienily confirmed 
the Thing. The refl: of the French that were 
prefent alfo, in a Conftemation fix'd their Eyes 
upon the Gronndt, not lifting them up, but to 
gaze upon one another, as it vJtvtaccHJing 'em- 
felves. So certain it is, that the inward Re- 
proach of Confciencej and the fecret Pomr of 
Trhth^ put the mofl: fierce and confident out of 
Countenance^ and by reducing the guilty to a 
fliameful Silence^ force them to make fome (ore 
of Confeflioa of their Qimes« 
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Befldes what has been recited, there were ie* 
▼eral Letters intercepted, which clearM up the 
Truth of the French Correfpondence with the 
Turks and Hungarian Malecontents. One from 
Monlieur Fernay to Coum Teckefy^ wherein the 
French Spie tells him» that he had received with 
great Joy the Letters which he lent him from 
the Camp before Filleck^ enclosed in the Pack- 
ets of the French Ambafladour at Conftaniimple^ 
That be had endeavour'd to fend "Jaygett what 
be had promisM him, and what he had receivM, 
bnc wanted an Opportunity ; farther he defir'd 
the Count to order it ib, that his Mellengers 
fhould come to him by Night, and direded bim 
which Road they fliould take, to avoid the 
Searches of the tolonians^ .concluding that be 
ihould take Care in all things that the Count 
ihould be pleas'd to command him. 

Another Letter from Count Teckeley to Fer^ 
Mf^ wherein the Count gives Vernay Thanks 
to his faithful Agent Valentine Nemejfani^ and 
promifes him to acknowledge it, as Occafion 
mould ferve ; gives him an Account of his tav 
king Cafovia and Fiffeck^ and how he intended- 
to profecute his good Succefs. 

Another Letter from Peter JaygeO Governour 
of Cajfjvia to Monfieur remay ; wherein JaygeM 
gives f^ern^ an Account of the taking and 
difmantling of FiBeckf that Teckeley had beea 
proclaimed King of Hungary^ and confirmed in 
that Quality by the Great Turk, who fent bim 
from the Port a Hat inftead of aOmn^ StanddtJ^ 
and a Sceptre. He tells f^ermey farther, tbat 
Nemejfani was gone to treat of Affairs at the^^ 
French King's Court, and prelles Fernay to iia« 
ftea the Supply promis'd by the Gnmh King/ 

Saffi-? 






C 8t 3 

SuiHcient Proofs of the pernicious and Mofl^ 
\Ami*0(nriftian Treacheries of 'the Moft Chriftjan 
Kinjg to the Ruin of Onrifiendom. After all 
this, to Ihew the Extent of French Fallhood^ 
you Ihall fee that if it ftand with his own Ince*- 
reft, the French King will not ftick to betray 
biftifelf, and difcover his own Treafonsj for 
that .at the Beginning of the Dnuh War, when 
he faw the Emperpur arming bimfelf in good 
earned to aflift the Dntch^ to diflwade and di- 
vert him from his Purpofe ; and to engage 
him, had it been poflible, no|^ to concern him-f 
felf in the Qparrel, he very fairly ofFer'd to 
deliver into the Empcrour's Hands all the Ori-^ 
ginal Letters and Papers ht had recciv'd from 
Time to Time from his bribed Friends and Crear 
tures in Poland and Hungary^ to the end that 
both his Imperial Majefiy and the King of ?<?- 
land might take fuch Orders as they thonght 
fit with thofe Traitors^ which may ferve as 9 
fair Warning and Determent to all thofe that 
prefer French Money before their Loyalty, and 
the true Interefts of their Country. 

'Tis true, that for forte time the Mofl; Chrifti'^ 
^«King made theraifing of his Siege from be- 
fore Luxenbnr^ 2L gx^zt Argument of his Chrifli^ 
an Zeal and Generopty to his Imperial Majefty 
nor to afldil him when the Tnrk was at bis 
Doors, but the true Ground of his retiring, 
was this, notwithftanding his fpecious Preten- 
ces, at 'the Inftance of the Confederates, all 
good Offices were done by the King of En-^ 
£land^ and Memorials given, but all to no Ef- 
TeA, 'till the Word Parliament was put into 
them. That powerful Word had fuch a Charm 

\n it, that ^ven at a Diftance it raifed the Siege ^^ 
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which may convince us of what Efficacy a King 
of England^s Words arc, when he will give 
theih their full Weight, and threaten with his 
Parliament. 

Then it js that he appears that greater Fi- 
gure which we ought to reprefent him in^ur 
Ninds, the Nation his Body^ He,the Head^ and 
Join'd with that Harmony^ that every Word 
he pronounces is the Word of a Kingdom. Such 
Words are as efFeSaal as Fleets and Armies, 
becaufe they can create them ; and without this, 
• his Word founds abroad like a faint Whifper^ 
that is either not heard, or which is worfe, 
not minded. 

Bat to return to the French King, ^nd bring 
him home to his own Dominions, where you 
fiiall find his extraordinary Kindnels to his then 
Highnefs the Prince of Orarfge^^ in demolilhing 
the Cattle, and pulling down tne Walls of the 
chief City of his Trincifality of Orange^ to five 
him the Expence of a Garrifon, and plunder- 
ing and exafting vaft Sums of Money from the 
Subjefts of another Prince, living in Peace, /and 
giving him no Difturbance, meerly Under Pre- 
tence of entertaining thp Children of Hugonotu 
Nay, you ftall find him perfecuting his own 
Snbjefts under the Name oi Her eticksj and fend- 
ing his MiOionaTY Dragoons to conyert them 
by ranfacking their Houfes, robbing them of 
their Goods^ defiling their IVives^ dcflowring 
their Daughters^ and infliding upon the Men 
Torments more cruel and inhumane than thofe 
of the Ten Terfecuticns ; and all this while, they 
were under the Protection of feveral EdiSs, 
folemnly granted and ratified to them for the 
Excrcife of their Religion without Difturbance. 

The^-^ 
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* Thefe are the renowned A&s of lewis XIV. 
difplaying the lovely Profpefl: of his Falffliood 
Co Epglandy his Breach of Faith with Spain^ his 
Infidelity to Holland^ his JuggUr^g with the iV(?r- 
r6ir» Princes, his treacherons afpiring to the /w- 
^m/ Throne, his vaft Expences to divide the 
Princes of Germany from the Empire, his en- 
dangering the Subverfion of all Chrifiendom by 
itonfederating with the Tnrk^ and his Violati- 
ons of the Peace of his own Subjcfts. 

In a Word, it has been his common Praftice 
%o give the World all Manner of Difturbance, 
and to render France the common Enemy of the 
Peace of Mankind, and a publick Pejl among 
all States and Princes^ in every Country and 
Kingdom he either finds combu^ihle Stuffs or 
elfe makes it, and then fets Fire to it, being at 
an exceffive Charge to find Fodder for the va- 
rious Animals of Fadion in all Places. Which 
Sort of Politicks appear to be fo much the more 
criminal, becaufe there is no jull: revenging 
them, but that which obliges all generous Na- 
tions to fight their Enemies with their Arms 
in their Hands, and openly : There being no- 
thing fo bafe as that which makes Men make 
ufe of wicked Devices and execrable Treafbns, 
as the Inftruments to ruin others v nor does he 
that thinks to aflame the Name of Great by 
unworthy Artifices, render himfelf a whit the 
more truly glorious. Souls truly Royal and 
Magnanimous have always defpis'd the Con- 
quells they could more eafily obtain by Cunning 
and Trapanj than bV Force and jirms : And it 
was out of their Opinion, worthy a Noble Spi- 
rit, that Mexander the Great (harply rcbuk'd 
bis Favoorite Parmmoj who would have put 

Fa him 
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him upon a crafty Contrivance^ telling him, it 
was only fit for Robbers to have Rccourfe to 
Treachery^ as their only Means to compafs their 
Thieveries. But the French King is of another 
Temper, and thinks it more fafe to conquer 
by Divide & Impera^ than by Dint of Sword. 
He knows himfelf good at Bmningi^ witnefs 
jilfatia and the Palatinate laid in Ajhesy and 
therefore thtnl^s it better to fet other Qoun- 
tries, which he cannot other wife come at, ia 
a Flame by Treachery and Faftion, that ha- 
ving enough to do to quench their own Fires 
at home, they may have neither Leifure nor 
Power to hinder his Projefts abroad. 

Ddubtlefs then fince England has fo lately 
feen her Neighbours Houfes in fo fad a Confla- 
gration, it is a fuiScienc Juftification for her to 
look to her own, and to fecure her felf and 
all Enrofe from fuch Boutefeus^ and the faid Ef- 
feQs of their impious Defigns. 

Seeing then there is fo little Credit to be 
given to the Carthaginian VM\i of France^ and 
that all the Motions of that afpiring Monarch 
tend directly to the Subverfion of the whole 
Frame of the Government of EnropCy and to 
ereft a French Tyranny over all the enthraU'd 
Princes of this fame Fourth and belt: inhabited 
Part of the World, there are two Motives 
which ought to excite the Princes of Chriften- 
dom^ to take the common Caufe in hand \ the 
one is Jntereft of State, the other the ftrid Ob- 
ligation of Jaftice. The firft is, the general 
Concern of all the Potentates of Europe , the 
fecond, the particular Interefl; of the Princes 
of the Empire. We fliall only take Notice of 
(h^ former, as being the moft aniverfal, and 
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ttoftconfiderable in the World, and which will 
lead us infenfibly into the fecond. The grand 
Concern is now to fupport the Right oi,Na^ 
tionsy which is common to all, and to prevent 
the introducing of Maxims into the World 
which deftroy all Commerce among Men, and 
will certainly render humane Society no lefs 
dangerous and infupportable than that of Lions 
and Tygers'^ to dpfend the publick Faith of ' 
Treaties^ and remove from the Sight of Chri^ 
fiendom a fcandalbus Example, which, by the 
fatal Confequences of it, will furrender the mofl: 
feeble to the Will and Pleafure of the ftrong- 
eft and mpft potejat i to flop the Innundatioa 
of a Rapid Torrent, againft the Impetuofity 
of which neither Leagues nor Mifrriages, nei- 
ther Oaths nor Ties of Blood and parentage, 
neither Amity nor Condefcentions, are Bounds 
or Damms fufficient to defend the common ' 
Bulwark of Chrifiendom againft a vaft Delign, 
which has no other Ground than the infatiable 
Thirft of Conqueft, no other End than defpo- 
tick Domination by Dint of Arms, and Sighc 
of Intrigue, nor any Limits but fuch as Fortme 
Ihall prefcribe. In fihort, England is now to 
decide the Fate of Enrope^ and to pronounce 
the Sentence of her Liberty or Bondage. 

Nor does there want Juftification fufficient to 
purfue fo great and glorious an Undertaking to 
the utmoft, when we confider the Maxims of 
France^ which are eafie to be gathered from 
the paft and prefent Coadudt, her infaking Mo- 
narch, whofe Defign was to have thrown his 
Wajh'fop over the Empire, and his Shoe over 
all the reft of Enrope. The firft Maxim of 
France is, to make War alway abroad, and to 
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excrcife her young Nobility at the Expence of 
her Netghbours. A Maxim very politick^ and 
well adjufted for her own Advantage i but ve- 
ry incommodious for all the reft of the World : 
For it is certain the Genius of that Nation 
cannot long endure the Calms of a lazy Peace } 
fo that if you cannot find Employment for 
them abroad, they will be framing Commoti- 
ons and pifturbances at home. The Eldefl: 
Sons of ail their Noble FamiliesI carry away 
the Eftates, without leaving any thing to the 
Younger, but an empty Title and their Swonis ; 
fo that being little addided to Learning, and 
difdaining the Life of Mechankh^ nothing re- 
mains but War, or Thievery, to relcue them 
from Mifery; which is the Reafbn the Poli- 
ticks of Fratjce oblige her to be continually 
picking Qiiarrels with her Neighbours, to cva- 
j)oratc thofe Flames, which otherwifc would 
prey upon her own Bowels. 

Their Second Maxim is, to inCnuate them- 
felves into all Sorts of Affairs on which Hand 
foever it be, and to make therafelves Umpires 
in all Bufinefs, either by Force or Subtilty^ by 
Threatnings, or under Pretence of Friendfliip, 
to wriggle themfelves into Treaties of Peace 
where they are Parties interefted, as they did 
in that of the Bifliop of Munftcr^ and after- 
wards in the Aflembly at Breda. There ne- 
ver was any Quajrel wherein they had not the 
Gunning to pretend fome Interett or Right ; 
and never any People fliew'd the leaft Inclina- 
tion to rebeir, but.they always made them their 
AUies. But Experience tells us, that theyne- 
• ter took Part in any War but to enflattie it 

the 
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the more, nor ever interpos'd in any Peace, but 
to fbw the Seeds of new DifFcrenccs. 

Their third \Maxim is to make hterefi o£ 
State the only Rule of all their Aftions, with- 
out having any Regard to the Faith of Treaties, 
or the SanSity of Religion, or any other Ties 
of Parentage or Friendfliip, according to the 
Fundamental Principle of the D. of Roharf^ That 
Princes commanded the Peophj and Intereft com-' 
tnanded Princes : So that all that th^Thrks have 
gain*d upon Enrofe from the Time of Francis 
the Firft 'till this Time, they owe to their Al- 
liances with France^ and the Diverfions (he has 
made in their Favour^ by giving Difturbance 
to thofe that enterprizM any thing againlt the 
common Enemy. 

Their Fourth Maxim is, to keep, as much 
as in them lies, all Foreign States employ'd and 
divided at home, or elft engaged m Foreign 
War, (of which England in particular has found 
the fad Efeitsy) and under Pretence of aflifting 
fometimes one, fometimes another, to feek their 
own Advantages in the Tronbles of others. 

Thefe are the Maxims of Men that make 
halle to be Rich in ignoble Conquefls j and the 
infallible Marks of a profound and vafl: Deiign, 
that mult be ftoppM in Time, to flop the 
Spreading of the ambitious Gangrene % for from 
a Royal and powerful Profeflbr of fuch Maxims 
as thefe, there is no Prince thai can be fafe in 
his Dominions. Among private Perfons it is 
the mofl: difficult thing to deal with a Man of 
a large Conlcience ; how much more a moil: 
Herculean Task it is to cope with a mighty 
Potentate whole Confcience is no lefs wide than 
bis Ambitipa is vaft; who having Eleven Mil-^ 

F 4 lions 



C 88 3 

lions of Sterling Pounds, torn from the BoV|r<« 
els and Mouths of his poor and wanting Sub* 
jedls, at Command, to maintain his Wars, and 
bribe his Way to Conqueft thro' all the Fences 
of Religioni Morality and Common ^liftice , values 
Ho5 the tremendous Anger of Heaven, nor the 
Violation of all the Laws of God and Nature, 
nor the prefervative Conftitutions of Men to 
iittain his Ends. It is faid of Tamerlane^ tho' 
a Scythian aftd Barbarian^ that tO One whO eaf- 

neftly importun'd him in Behalf of Eajaut^ 
he made this Anfwer, th^t he did not punifh 
a Kiffg^ but an impons and nefariotu Man. The 
fame Jiiflification have the Princes of Europe^ 
that they fight not againft the Moll Chrifiian 
King^ but anAntichriftian Ufurper, who con- 
quers to oppreft, and opprcfles meerly to ftp- 
port his Oppreffion^ and fliew the Grandeur 
of his Power. 

England has more jufl: Pretences to his Do- 
minions, than perhaps he has himfelf, at lealt 
far more jufl than what he has to the Con- 
quefls which he has wrelled out of the Hands 
of the Spaniard and the Emptrour. England has 
the greateft Reafon in the World to recover 
her antient, and 'till lately uncontelled Glory^ 
and aflert her long continued Dominions of the 
Seas, ufurp'd by the Aififtance of a purchased 
Navy^ which if once deftroy^d^ nothing bnt the 
fame Opportunities could again recover. It is 
faid that the Portcnllis was added to the Royal 
Badges oi the Crown oiEnglandy to fignifie that 
the Kings of England had a juft Right and 77- 
r/r, at Pleafure to fhut up and open the Sea 
when they thought fit; and it may Hill be 
prov'di byfevcral fubftantial Evidences, that 

the 
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the King oitnglatjd's Title to the Propriety of 
the Sea, is as good, and perhaps better than 
any Title the French King has to any Part of 
' his Dominions by Land. And the Letters are 
ftill to be feen in the PAper-Office at White-Hal/^ 
if not remov'd, written by this King's Grand- 
father with his own Hand to King James^ 
to ask Leave for fome few P^efels to fifli 
for SonUsj as he Ihould have Occafion for 
his own Table ; and it ought to be fo agen, 
for it is only fit that England (hould guard the 
Seas, that fo well defend and guard Her. Ju- 
ftice it felf now loudly calls to England to de- 
tpand Satisfadion for the illegal and vexatious 
Depredations and Practices committed upon 
her Merchants, even at the Time when (he 
was in fliridefl; League and Combination with 
her, to the Ruin of her Trade, which is the 
jipfle of her Eye^ and the main Support of her 
Wooden Watts ^ her chief eft Glory^ and next un- 
d?r Heaven^ her chiefeft Safeguard and ProteSii^ 
m. She ought in Juftkc and Honour to refect 
the Indignities and Affronts fo lately put upon 
her, in making her, that ought to be the Balarce 
of Europe^ the Derifion of her Enemies^ and on- 
ly the Pity of her Friends} fuch a generous 
Animoflty and Refentment as this would weaa 
the Englifh Nation from that fond Dotage up- 
on French Baubles, French Fafliions, and French 
Vermin, to the Lofs of above Sixteen Hundred 
Thoufand Pounds Yearly to this. Kingdom, 
(there having been Yearly fo much more im- 
ported of French Commodities, than exported 
of ours) which only ferves to enrich the Ca- 
pital Foe to our own Ruin, and to fit us for 
the Yoke of the French Slayery. For this is a 

certain 
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certain Rale, that the firft Step to the fubSii- ' 
ing of a Nation is to indnuate into them a 
good liking, or rather a Dotage of thofc that 
are to be their Subduers ^ and therefore it was, 
that the French King dbferying, that while the 
EtJ£liJh were under the Conjundion of the Triple 
LeagHc^ there was a general Humour in the 
Nation, in Oppolition to France^i infomuch that 
they had thrown off the trench Mode and put 
on refts^ to the end we might look the more 
lil^e a diftinA People, and no( be under the 
Servility oi Imitation^ which always pays a great- 
er Reverence to the Original^ than is confiftent 
with that Equality which all Independent Na« 
tions (hould pretend to j I fay, the French King 
obferving this, did not like this fmall Begin- 
ning of ill Humours, wifely confidering ic as a 
natural IntroduQion^ firft to make the World 
his jifes^ and then his Slaves j and therefore 
he fet his Inftruments at work to laugh us out 
of our f^efts^ which ftie performed fo effeaually, 
thae in a Moment, like fo many Footmen who 
had quitted their Mailers Livery^ we all took 
it up again, and returned to ferve the French. 

And happy would it be for England if fhe 
would caft off her French Modes, her French 
Falhions,and Fr^;?cfe Humours, which only fervc" 
to corrupt and foften the Minds of thofe for 
whom it would be much more glorious to re« 
member the Fields of PoiEliers and jigenconrtj, 
and rather to ftudy thejgcnerous Examples of 
their viQorious Anceftors, than be the Slaves 
pf French Imitation. The conquering Romam 
retir'd indeed to Athens to improve their Learni 
ing •, but it betrays a Poornefs of Spirit^ ia-» 
excufable in the EngUfij^ who have, Two fuch 
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magnificent Vniverfities of their own, to gal- 
lop to Paris for Breeding i as if Confees^ Coni'^ 
tlementSy Grimaces^ and Shrngs of the Shoulder 
were the only jiccompUfliments of a Gentleman. 
Surely it was much better both for 'England and 
the General Peace of Enropej when the EngUjh 
taught them their running Satrahands^ and the 
good Breeding of Obedience, nor will it e'er 
be well, 'till the Englijh become their Tmcrs 
again : For certainly there is no Government 
in Enrope under which the People live fo mi- 
ferably, asunder that of France -^ the Grand 
Seighimrj or the Cz.ar of Mofcovy^ are not more 
abfolute over the People than the Tyranny of 
France. The French King may well be call'd 
Tyranntu^ for he makes and abrogates the Laws 
at bis Pleafure^ he cannot be faid to rule^ but 
tyrannizje over Cities, depriv'd of all the Fran* 
chifes and Priviledges that render Societies hap- 
py, and to domineer over a poor naked People, 
ftript of all things that make Life comforta-^ 
ble. So that the People may be faid to toil 
and moil^ but the Prince to wipe off the Sweat 
of their Brows into his own Coffers. You would 
fwear that the whole Country were the Ha- 
bitation of Poverty^ where Penury walks about 
in wooden Sandals^ fingle Petticoats^ and wrink- 
led Faces^ as if the Products of that fertile 
Soil were forbid to be touch'd by the innocent 
Mannrers of that Terreftrial Paradice, where 
the Corn and Wine^ and Fat of the Land is car- 
ry 'd oflf to fit the Royal Magaunes^ or fold 
abroad to cram the King's Exchequer. And 
after all this, when the Shoals of Lochfi Pub" 
Ucans have devour'd all, even almoft to the 
very Stalky for the fmall Remainder to bear the 
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BarthcQ of infolent free Qnarter^ is not only 
Tymnny^ but licentiated Inhumanity. 

All thefe Calamities and Miferies has England 
yet efcap'd^ tho' fairly threatened with them, 
bad not Providence been very merciful to Her* 
The Husbandman plump and jolly, enjoying 
his Liberty, and a fair Proportion of his La- 
bours, does not fear what the ConfuCon of 
Babel never knew^ the horrid 7^^<?»ry of 

^yde^ Octroy ^ PrecipHt^ Equivalent j CrHCy Taille^ 
Eftatej Suhpftence de qnartier tP hyvere^ Garinm 
zj>ns^ Mortfayesj jiffointment$ de Governours^ 
Debtes & Affaires du Roy^ Gratifications Extra^ 
ordinaries^ Deu Gratuity Frais. 

The neceflary Supports of Life, Wine, Beer, 
Sider, are not enhanced by 

jiydes fur le Vin^ Bierres & Cidres^ flus le 
HuiElieme Denier^ le Sonquefi^ le Patire^ Imfofis 
& Billets. 

The Markets are not pefter'd with Gabelles 
upon Corn and Meal, nor the Mills with Mea^ 

fure Coupee. 

- No Tolls of pied fourchue^ nor Duties taken 
by Weight upon every Pound of Flejh fold in 

the Shambles^ nor Gabelles upon Salt, but what 

are laid on by Confent of the People them- 
felves, 

77?^ Shop'hepers are not molefled with the Gib- 
brifh of the mark upon Paper ^ the mark of Silver^ 
the mark of Tinny the mark of Hats^ the mark of 
an StockinSy Silk^ and Woollen ^ the mark of Shoes ^ 
the mark upon all Stuffs^ Woollen^ and SUkj the 
mark upon Linnen^ the Gabelle upon Jie^ the Con'* 
trole of Exploits^ 

The Gentry are not vex'd with the Tax of 
free Gifts, Fifes, and Refifcs, and Amortifements; 
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The Price of Kalnation^ the Marl efColJ^ the 
twe SohIx in the Pound j the feaPd Buty^ the Du* 
ty of Control/y the Regifters Dmy^ the Prieft for 
being admitted to the jimual^ and the jlnnnal or 
Paulette. 

A Sort of Language of the Catties^ not ufl« 
derftood by EngUfi Liberty ; yet all thcfe, and 
many other abominable Taxes, Tolls and Im- 
pofitions, are punftually levy'd one Way or 
other at the King's fole Will and Pleafnte^ with 
many more too prolix to be number'd, and 
whatever elfe his abiblute Power (hall think fiK 
to impofe anew^ where ever any Subjeds of 
the French Monarchy have their Habitations^ 
when his emergent OccaCons intimate a Pre- 
tence, and muft be paid without any Remor(b 
or CompaflTion to the half famifli'd Children 
and Families of the poor People, crying out for 

Breadn 

Certainly to conclude therefore as I begun,' 

the Lician Chimara and Lernaan Hydra that 
wafted all the Country round about them, and 
ruined the Inhabitants with the fcalding Flames 
and peftilential Breach that iflfued forth from 
their peftiriferous Jaws, were Types of Ty- 
ranny in General, fo more particularly, of the 
prefent French Monarchy, but on the other 
fide, we find that both Bellerophon and Hercules 
continue to this Day eterniz'd for fuduing 
thofe Monfters. 

Such Fables as thefe, being the OfT-fpring 
of great Reafon, and wife Head Pieces, were 
ElOt invented meerly to pleafe their Readers^ but 
to inftrud the World, that Wars, which una- 
voidably muft be attended with great Mif- 
chiefs and Cal^mities^ are OQt to be unjuftly 
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